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LETTERS TO THE VIEW IN PART
THE EDITOR FROM HERE

Dear brothers and sisters, Now I know in part, then I shall : FEATURES
I'm signed up to receive / Part by email, but I'm I was all set to write a letter to you about how we’re making history by being a part of know fully, even as I am fully
wondering if I can please get a copy of the summer issue the BIC Church in North America—which, today, is more diverse than it’s ever been in known. I Corinthians 13:12 6 Yo u are h ere
mailed to me? I'd like to keep it around and read it our entire 230 years of existence—and about the joys and challenges that come with this. |

el s alic sl But then, I came across this quote from priest and writer Henri Nouwen, whose reflec- (a 1] d h ere an d h ere )

tions on community seemed to encapsulate my message with greater acuity and in far BRETHREN IN CHRIST CHURCH

Thank you for a “breath-of-fresh-air” issue. - Viewing the BIC Church in North America

fewer words—gotta love when that happens. Moderator: Warren L. Hoffman '
as a full mosaic

Julie Moyer (Waterloo, ON) General Secretary: Don McNiven

Editor: Kristine N. Frey
H BY WARREN L. HOFFMAN
Editorial Advisor: : WITH KRISTINE N. FREY
Rebecca Ebersole Kasparek :

Graphic Designers:

Although I'am not attending a Brethren in Christ Nate Bridi & William Teodori

Art Director: David Kasparck

431 Grantham Road, PO Box A 10 Belonging tO the

Grantham, PA 17027 USA

Telephone: (717) 697-2634 ctub eH-q-u-e commun Ity

church at present, I lived under the spiritual wings of the
BIC for 70 years. The summer issue of Iz Part was filled

with memories about and by friends. Thank you for such

good reads! Fax: (717) 697-7714 : )
I was especially excited to read about dear Virgie Kray- INPART.ORG (ISSN 1940-2945) Of fa | t h
bill [in “Overcoming obstacles, fulfilling needs”]! Her IN PART (ISSN 1940-2937) is published - Reaching beyond social comfort to

four times a year by the Brethren in Christ
Church of North America. In Part invites
readers into a dynamic relationship with

—Henri Nouwen (1932-1996) Jesus Christ within the context of the INTERVIEW BY DULCIMER HOPE BRUBAKER
shared life and ministry of the BIC Church. .

Printed by Evangel Press, Nappanee, Ind.

home was my second childhood home. Mary Helen [one pursue community
of Virgic’s daughters] was a “big sister” and my matron of

honor. Never was I aware of Virgie’s struggles—we just

had fun at her home. To realize the kind of authentic, untidy community Nouwen envisions, we’ll need to

) . 3 8 forrailks qadk ationshi A 5 3 i < o Al Send feedback, address changes, or subscrip-
Lois A. Tidgwell (Upland, Calif.) intentionally seek out relationships with those who seem different from us, as illustrated 9

P : g TR «yy tion questions to inpart@bic-church.org.
in “Belonging to the community of faith” on page 10. And as “You are here (and here and q P 9

here)” on page 6 conveys, we'll also need to come to a better understanding of the full, Postmaster: Send changes of address to:

splendid mosaic of which we are a part as a Church family. Just one word of warning: IN PART
431 Grantham Road, PO Box A
Grantham, PA 17027 USA

This might require a (literal) change in perspective!

Periodical Postage Paid at Nappanee, IN

In peace, 46550-0166. i DEPARTMENTS | 2 INMOTION : 14 VIBES

Printed in U.S.A. - Transformation 2020, : > CommunitY

Member of the Evangelical Press Association. : Focus, Ngwsﬂash BY MATT TUCKEY
: : > A

Biblical quotations, unless otherwise indicated, Spiritual revolution >FYIontheY
are from the New International Version. : . :
Copyright © 2011. All rights reserved.

Printed on FSC-certified Domtart Opaque-

Plainfield paper. At least 25% of the paper 4 PART OF THE WHOLE 16 TO THE POINT

fiber comes from well-managed forests > Barbara Tedﬁ)rd - Blessed b_’y the BIC?
independently certified according to the rules . : :
; i i BY DORCAS LADY GOOD . BY ALEX ALVARADO, RYAN COBB,
This spring, Nate Bridi, the graphic We would also like to extend a very warm welcome to Will :’efcthcele'?:s:nsf‘giZ‘:)sn:'frg::';:'sl;;00: 'esr : SAM GATES, TODD HAMMOND,
designer and web developer for Teodori, who has taken on the position of graphic designer/ v P paper. : : DANIEL HORWITZ, LISA TOMARELLI,
the BIC Church in North America web developer. Will, a 2011 graduate of Messiah College & JANET YOUNG
and his wife moved to Pittsburgh, (Grantham, Pa.), comes to us with bright ideas and fresh
Pa. Despite being out of the offigce perspectives, and we look forward to the ways he’ll continue NOW AT INPART.ORG: : S TO OUR CORE : 17 PARTING WORDS
' P . 9 o to shape In Part, beginning with this Fall 2011 issue! . . .. . lo7i b L
he graciously worked to design > A time of transition : - Exploring the Outer Banks of
o <« . » . N . . .
In Part’'s summer issue, as well as | LlfC tOgCthCl‘ : BY CHARLIE B. BYERS : Christian unity
the beginnings of this fall edition, : ) ] : By Keith Miller : BY PERRY ENGLE

from his new home. We would like '
to offer our deep appreciation to % = . One BIC church planter explores the community of

Nate for the ingenuity, calm, and faith as it existed in the days of the Early Church.

cleverness he brought to the BIC
Communications team over his ; .
four years with us. i # , fall 2011 1
Thank you! d ’ :
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TRANSFORMATION 2020

We're one year into Transformation 2020, a vision for what the BIC Church
of North America hopes to be by 2020. Here's a glimpse into some of the
ways we're pursuing transformation together!

IN PART

. EQUIPPING LEADERS FOR TRANSFORMATION

One of the greatest threats to those in ministry is burn-
out. That's why, this July, the BIC Church in North America
hosted its quadrennial Ministry Enrichment Retreat (MER),
welcoming 180 ministry leaders and their spouses to Dub-
lin, Ohio, for relaxation, celebration, training, renewal, and
fellowship. “Everything—from the schedule to the accom-
modations to the chance to connect with others—was awe-
some,” noted one attendee. “We needed this!” See MER
2011 highlights at vimeo.com/26633547.

MULTIPLYING SITES FOR LIFE CHANGE

On January 1, 2011, Ron Bowell, pastor of CrossRoads
Church (Salina, Kans.), posted the first entry on his blog,
“Friar Tuck’s Word of the Day.” At the time, his vision for the
daily devotional was fairly simple. “I promoted it at church,

thinking | would have some folks interested in it,” he states.

But just 10 months into the project, Ron reports that in

addition to locals, he has regular readers from 47 countries,

including Bangladesh, Bosnia, Turkey, and South Korea.
“We really can have an effect on the world without ever
leaving home,” he says. crossroadsdevotional.blogspot.com

SENDING WORKERS FOR WITNESS AND SERVICE

At this point, there are two BIC churches in Spain. One, a
storefront below an apartment building, faces a bustling
highway that heads straight into the heart of the sprawling
metropolitan city of Madrid. The other is located 35
minutes away, in Hoyo de Manzanares, a secluded, rural
town nestled in the mountains. Despite their differences
and the distance between them, these two churches have
been meeting three times a week to pray for radical trans-
formation in their lives and the lives of their neighbors.

SPIRITUAL
REVOLUTION

The timeline below summarizes the myriad

changes that took place in the BIC community in
the 1950s, as we worked to balance our desire to

embrace tradition while avoiding legalism.

At the National Association
of Evangelicals, BIC leaders
are galvanized by the “peculiar
liberty and opportunity

for ministry” they observe
among evangelicals.

The Church Review and
Study Committee forms to
discuss issues such as Chris-
tian apparel, head coverings,
life insurance, etc.

Full-time, financially sup-
ported pastorate replaces the

practice of hiring bi-vocational,

self-funded pastors.

Use of musical instruments

in worship, purchase of life
insurance, and associate mem-
bership for divorced/remar-
ried persons are permitted.

“Plain” church uniforms are no
longer stipulated.

Re-baptism for new members
not originally baptized

by trine immersion is no
longer mandatory.

Specific type of head
covering for women is no
longer required.

Wedding rings and military

service by members are allowed.

INPART.ORG

Updates about
the summer

programs
hosted by BIC

camps Aacross
the U.S. and

Canada

FEATURED
EVENT

NUMBER
OF GUESTS/
CAMPERS

‘ HIGHLIGHTS

Camp Meeting (Jan. 28-Feb. 6)
3,121

1,419 viewers from 10 different countries
watched live-streaming from the camp’s website

CAMP KAHQUAH (Magnetawan, ON)

Youth summer camps and family camp
1,200

As a result of completing the camp’s lead-
ership training program, several campers
returned as youth camp directors

CHRISTIAN RETREAT CENTER (East Waterford, Pa.)

Youth summer camps
211

Scholarship program enabled 112 at-risk
youth to attend

Twenty-eight campers accepted Christ

KENBROOK BIBLE CAMP (Lcbanon, Pa.)

Youth summer camps
650
Over 50 campers made commitments to Christ

Said one camper, “[Camp] was a major encour-
agement to my walk with Christ.”

PHOTO BY MAHLEN PETRY

IN MOTION

NEWS FLASH

Camp Meeting (July 15-23)
150

The 2011 meeting took place during the hottest
week in a decade

Attendees raised $5,500 (USD) for BIC World

Missions and church planting

MILE HIGH PINES (Angelus Oaks, Calif.)

2,300

One young woman contemplating suicide
found Jesus and has since joined a nurturing
spiritual family

Overall guest attendance was up 32 percent
and camper days were up 68 percent from
last year

ROXBURY HOLINESS CAMP (Roxbury, Pa.)

Camp Meeting (Aug. 5-14)
1,250

From a college student: “This week, God
confirmed in so many ways that I am to serve
Him in cross-cultural missions.”

Fifty children responded to the invitation to
put their trust in Christ

fall 2011 3
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BARBARA TEDFORD

She doesn’t attend a BIC church or come from a BIC home. But as a resident of Upland (Calif.)

Manor, a BIC-sponsored retirement community, she is part of a diverse and growing network of

people being reached by our shared ministries. Barbara Tedford will now take your questions.

‘Would you share a bit about your
spiritual journey?

My parents did not go to church,
but they made sure my two brothers
and I attended—first the Church of
England and then a neighborhood
Methodist Church. I didn’t have an
emotional experience like some people
talk about. It’s just always been there.

I've been a member of the Westmin-
ster Presbyterian Church in Ontario,
Calif,, for over 50 years. I currently
serve as a deacon and member of the
worship committee.

‘What brought you from England to
the United States?

In January 1944, I met an Ameri-
can serviceman, Sergeant Doyle “Ted”
Tedford, from Waco, Texas. It was
love at first sight! We were married in
September of the same year. After the
war, we moved to the United States in
1946 and eventually settled in South-

ern California.

How did you hear about Upland
Manor?

A friend of mine—a lady from
Holland—Ilived here. When she
learned that there were openings at the
Manor, she suggested I move in. That
was in 1994.

The Upland Manor community was
very welcoming. It fele like I was com-
ing home. In fact, it was so good that
I've found myself inviting friends to
come and live at the Manor, too!

IN PART

In what areas do you participate in
life at the Manor?

I have been involved in creating
table decorations for the Manor din-
ing room for a long time. I work with
Dorcas Engle, the Manor manager,
in creating centerpieces on different
themes. This led to the idea of getting
residents together to make Christmas
decorations. We've been doing that for
about five or six years now.

Has there been a time when you felt
especially supported by your neigh-
bors at Upland?

When my brother died very
unexpectedly, members of the Manor
community rallied around me. Expres-
sions like, “I'm sorry to hear about Bill’s
death,” and “Is there anything I can do
for you, Barbara?” made me feel warm
and cared for.

Have there been any challenges to
being part of a community?

Being part ofa community means
learning to give and take. You have to
get used to living with people who are
different from you—different cultures,
different interests, different ages, differ-
ent abilities. It’s been a learning experi-
ence—but a good one for me.

This interview was conducted by Dorcas
Lady Good, who lives with her husband,
Dennis, at Upland (Calif.) Manor. They at-
tend Upland BIC.

Hometown:
Grimsby, Lincolnshire, in England

Most cherished British custom:
Afternoon tea, a tradition I observe
daily at 4 p.m.!

Favorite music:
Opera

Favorite dessert:
Pecan pie

A movie that made you think:

The King’s Speech clarified for me
happenings in England prior to World
War II. (I was a teenager at the time
and not interested in current events!)

INPART.ORG
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I O O U I ’\ C o R E EXPLORING THE CENTRAL VALUES OF THE BIC CHURCH

A TIME OF TRANSITION
A look at how 60 years ago, God transformed the BIC Church
into a more welcoming and loving community

by CHARLIE B. BYERS

In the 1930s and 1940s, a strong
evangelistic fervor spread across the
Brethren in Christ Church in North
America. Outstanding revivals and
camp meetings became an important
way for the Brethren to share the mes-
sage of God’s salvation with the world.

Unfortunately, the BIC were very
modest about inviting converts from
these services to join the Church. In
this era, the Church encouraged a deep
commitment to a way of life separated
from “the world” and put a strong em-
phasis on conservative dress, the peace
position, and codes of conduct. If new
converts would conform, they could
join—but few were interested in taking
our “plain way.”

Soon a rude awakening came to
the brotherhood. We found that our
sons and daughters, like our converts,
were not as much in love with the
Church and its doctrines as we had
assumed. Some were leaving our fel-
lowship! Thus, by the late 1940s, we
had to accept the fact that, despite the
great revivals of the past decades, our
small membership was decreasing in
size. We were unprepared to serve the
present age. The time had come for our
Church to give serious consideration
to its position.

That consideration was sparked by
an informal, unplanned meeting of
some brethren—including myself—
during a National Association of Evan-
gelicals convention in 1950. There,

—> BELONGING TO THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH: We value integrity in relation-
ships and mutual accountability in an atmosphere of grace, love, and acceptance.

we talked unofficially of things in the
Church that should be reevaluated.

Out of that meeting eventually
came a study committee appointed by
General Conference. And as a result
of the committee’s work, the brother-
hood made some sweeping changes in
Church life.

Initially, these included a move
away from small districts to large
regional conferences, and soon to a
salaried pastoral system. More radical
changes followed: the use of musical
instruments in church services; the ac-
ceptance of church choirs; dress codes
as guidelines, not requirements. In
addition, the Church developed new

ecumenical associations and greater

mission outreach overseas and in cities.

As a result, the Brethren in Christ
Church has doubled its membership
since the late 1940s. Instead of being
a spectator watching the parade of the
world go by, it has become a partici-
pant in the battle for souls.

This time of transition has not
always been easy; transition causes cer-
tain pain and tension. Yet the brother-
hood is still the same in secking to
know, understand, and apply the word
of the Lord. I believe that God raised
up the Brethren in Christ Church 200
years ago for a purpose and, amid all
this transition, He has been preparing
the Church to more faithfully go out
into the streets and lanes of our cities
and towns to “bring in hither the poor,
the maimed, the halt, and the blind”—
to see His will be done on earth as it is
in Heaven!

This article is based on “The Brethren in
Christ Church in My Lifetime,” originally
published in the June 1979 issue of the jour-

nal Brethren in Christ History and Life.

Charlie B. Byers (1908-1996) served
for many years as a bishop, minister,
and evangelist in the Brethren in Christ
Church of North America.
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CHRISTIE & DAVE GUSTAFSON

The Gustafsons live in Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
where they operate a landscaping business and raise
their two young boys. Married in 2004, the couple
recently sensed a call to cross-cultural ministry

in Zambia. Before having children, Christie, 29,
worked as a community center coordinator. She
shares her talents through a variety of children’s
ministries, the Shalom ministries team, and

B each l'n g beyon d SOC'j G-] com fort volunteers with Family Promise, a local homeless

ministry. Dave, 33, also serves with Family Promise,

lLO p ursue comim un.i tY as well as ushering and teaching Sunday school.

INTERVIEW BY
Dulcimer Hope Brubaker

BOB & ROSIE HARLACHER

Bob & Rosie, of Dover, Pa., have been married
for 51 years and are active in their local square
dance club. They have five children, 10 grand-
children, and two great-grandchildren. A retired

auto technician, Bob, 70, volunteers with Family
Promise as well as Dillsburg BIC’s oil-change
ministry and serves on the property and facilities
commission. Rosie, 68, is a semi-retired hairdresser
who directs the church nursery, helps with the
congregation’s Eat 'n Run events, and volunteers
with Family Promise.

BRANDIE & NATHAN STONGE

Brandie & Nathan were married in 2001 and

now live in Dillsburg, Pa. Both talented musicians
Photos by Brandie Stonge and artists, they enjoy making music and art to

share with others. Brandie, 32, is a preschool teacher
who also operates a private art studio. Nathan, 32,

IT ALL STARTED ONE NIGHT IN 2008 WITH A CARD GAME. DULCIMER: What prompted you to be so intentional serves as both the BIC World Missions communi-

Dave and Christie Gustafson had called Nathan and Brandie Stonge, friends from their about inviting people of different ages and cat.lons coordinator and D1llsk.>urg BICsp asto.r al ,
backgrounds to be part of your group? assistant. They serve together in the congregation's

worship and young adult ministries, and Brandie

church, Dillsburg (Pa.) BIC, to see if they'd be up for a game night. As the couples gathered

at the Stonge’s kitchen table for a round of Mille Bornes, they started talking about the NATHAN: We had previously been in a group where every-
one was the same age, without kids, with shared

co-leads a discipleship group for middle school and

small group they’d been a part of together and how much they missed the accountability high school girls.

. . . . interests.
and community of such a fellowship. So they decided to start a new one. But instead of

calling up four of their closest peers, they got out the church directory and circled names of BRANDIE: The strength of our previous group was that ED & MARJ STRAYER

we were able to understand and relate to each

people of different backgrounds, styles, and ages—people such as Bob and Rosie Harlacher The Strayers, of Dillsburg, Pa., have been

other. But it was taxing when the group had

and Ed and Marj Strayer. e ) i married for 36 years and have two children and
similar needs around the same times since there . .
. o . . ; ._ , _ four grandchildren. As lifetime educators, they love
The community that resulted is built on shared faith, not on personal preferences. After three years together, this group wasn’t a variation of experience and input. So ; ,
) ] ) . vation in formine thi learning and reading, and they serve as deacons and
of eight laughingly admits they can’t quite agree on a fun event to do together: Dave wants to take everyone to a U2 concert, our motivation in forming this group was to

on Dillsburg BIC’s prayer ministry team. Ed, 66, a

spread some of that out, gain some wisdom and
retired elementary school counselor, has also served

Brandie thinks they should go camping, and Bob and Rosie would prefer square dancing. What they can agree on is seeking

insight from people ahead of us in life, and see

God, serving their community, and supporting one another in prayer, all of which they do with a remarkable sense of earnest what we could bring to the table as younger on the properties and facilities commission and as
vitality. It’s that vitality—along with the joyous laughter that fills each of the homes they meet in—that marks this group as a people. We wanted to see what that exchange an usher. Marj, 60, volunteers with Family Promise,
community of faith. would look like. VBS, and in the church nursery.

10 i INPART INPART.ORG fall 2011 ;1



ROSIE: When Brandie invited us, I was like, “You really want
old people in this group?!” I couldn’ figure out what
they were doing at first. But now we see that, even
with the wide range of ages, when we talk about our
families, every family has had the same problems and
desire for prayer for certain things.

DULCIMER: Describe your group’s time together when it first
formed. What was your experience?

CHRISTIE: At our first meeting, we went around and everyone
was allowed to ask any question they wanted about
anyone else, and then we prayed together. We also
got to know each other by playing games and
cating meals. We all felt from the get-go that it was a
special group and that we were together for a reason.

I think it was because of our level

of openness. All of us were very open
about our history and about where
we were currently, spiritually and

DAVE: There was a level of trust that we
all had from the beginning. We
invited people to the group whom
we really respected.

NATHAN: Definitely. That said, I struggled at
first to feel relaxed because our meet-
ings felt like a translation process.

I sometimes wondered, Are we all
understanding each other, are we all
hearing each other? Even though we
casily trusted and had fun with each
other, I didn’t feel like it was always
easy to flow into sharing. I felt a little tentative about
whether I was making sense or hurting anybody’s
feelings because I didn’t know where they were com-
ing from yet.

DULCIMER: What makes your group a community, rather than
aclub?

CHRISTIE: W all have our own circle of friends, so although we
might occasionally do something together outside
of small group, it’s not like we are a clique getting
together every Friday night.

And on any given Sunday, if you were to see us at
church, we're pretty well dispersed; we’re not all
clumped together.

| STRUGGLED
otherwise. AT FIRST TO
FEEL RELAXED. struggling We have learned to take risks in
| SOMETIMES
WONDERED,
ARE WE ALL
UNDERSTANDING G omeofomonmens Thaekacine e
EACH OTHER?  Merenins

—Nathan Stonge

NATHAN: One of my favorite memories of our small group is
when we played the game “Loaded Qufstions,” where
everyone writes down their answer to a question and
someone tries to guess who said what. One of the
questions was, “What is your least favorite musical
act of all time?” and the answers were very different
across the group. Somebody answered Elvis’ Blue
Hawaii and Rosie jumped up from her chair and
said, “Who said that? That’s my favorite album!”
That’s when we knew we were a good mixture.

BRANDIE: When you choose a group like this, it’s clear that you
aren’t looking for camping buddies, or to get together
and talk about shallow things. If we are going to be
this intentional about relationships, what we really
have in common is our relationship with Christ.

DULCIMER: How have you seen your group
change over the past few of years?

NATHAN: I feel like the group has come to be
about what God is doing in our lives, what
we are called to, and how we are growing or

vulnerability and make sacrifices of grace

or patience with each other so that the real
feelings and issues come out. I think the Lord
did that among us and it’s become our com-
mon mode of relating. We have learned not
to take offense, which I don’t think is always

BRANDIE: Yes, we choose to assume the best
about each other.

DULCIMER: How has your understanding of community
changed as a result of being part of this group?

Having Nathan [an active leader in Dillsburg BIC’s
worship ministries] in our group has been interesting
because I've learned more about what goes into put-
ting together the weekly worship service. It’s very dif-
ferent from the way it used to be, with all the media
and artistry woven in. But it’s been helpful for me to
hear and see some of the thought that goes into our
worship services.

BRANDIE: It raises the trust level within our church community
because we spend time with and love these people,
yet we know that some of our tastes and preferences

DULCIMER:

BOB:

DAVE:

are different. So when we sense that someone is not

happy with something, instead of reacting emotion-
ally, we are picturing our friends and how they feel. It
tempers our response and really calls us
to the essence of family.

Can you point to specific ways in
which you’ve grown personally or
spiritually as a result of being in a
group of people you wouldn’t nor-
mally have interacted with?

DULCIMER: What would you say to other groups or individuals

looking to be more intentional about connecting
with others who appear different from them?

CHRISTIE: I think the buddy system worked

[F WE ARE GOING for us, since we had another couple we were
T0 BE THIS
INTENTIONAL
ABOUT RELATION-

already comfortable with. If you are trying to
start a diverse group, team up with another
person or couple and go from there.

You may need to give up the need to be
understood. When you believe something

The biggest area of growth for me has S H | PS, W H AT W E strongly, you want to make sure the other

related to the prayer requests we give
cach other. When we pray for each

person really understands what you're saying.

REALLY HAVE IN Sometimes you have to give that up. We don’t

other, we sometimes find ourselves cry- CU M M 0 N | S U U R all walk away thinking the same thing and

ing out to God for someone or ques-
tioning Him on some things. When
we pray for each other, it changes our
relationship with God, impacts it.

I've learned a new appreciation for

when people hear God’s call. When Dave and
Christie got this feeling last summer about going to
Zambia, [ was able to see more of what it would cost
for them to go into missions. Dave has this business
he’s trying to build up, and he’s willing to just leave it
and go to Africa.

I went to a Christian school, and Ed and Marj sent
their kids to a Christian school. Getting to know
them has helped me to understand what my parents
might have been thinking when they chose to put me
in Christian school. I wouldn’t say I had a bad experi-
ence, but there are things when I look back now that
make me a little angry. Ed and Marj’s intentions were

good and hearing that helped me get through.

RELATIONSHIP
WITH CHRIST.

—Brandie Stonge

feeling the same way about it, and that’s O.K.

BRANDIE: Your number-one priority should
not be, “How great do I feel in this group?”
or “How much do they talk about what I like
to talk about?” but instead, “How can I learn
more about Christ and the body of Christ?
How can I be exposed to different expressions of
my relationship with Christ and different expres-
sions of service to help carry burdens that I wouldn’t
normally encounter?”

I would encourage people to be courageous enough
to form a diverse group, knowing that if the Holy
Spirit is involved, the rewards might be immeasur-
able. Fear isn’t something we should give into. Pray
about it and really seck God, and He'll honor that.

Dulcimer Hope Brubaker recently rejoined the community of faith
at Dillsburg (Pa.) BIC after four years of urban living in Pittsburgh.
She and her husband, Jason, live with their two young children in
Mechanicsburg, Pa.



INPART :

14

VIBES

(OMMUNITY

AN EXPLORATION OF FAITH AND POPULAR CULTURE

The YMCA isn’t a church, but it sure knows
something about bringing people together.

BY MATT TUCKEY

I sometimes see people run-
ningalone on the treadmills. They stare
straight ahead, eyes fixed on the TV
monitors scrolling the news of the day.
The only sound they hear is the one
pulsing into their cars via buds. Eventu-
ally, they step off the treadmill, checking
the pace and distance the cold machine
has calculated for them. Satisfied, they
move along,

It occurs to me that this is sometimes
how we function in our churches, as
well. We show up, get all we can for
ourselves, and then move along. But just
as there’s another, more fulfilling side
to community at the Y, so Christ offers
more than that in the Church. And
while the Y doesn’t have it down perfect-
ly, I don’t think it’s an accident that 23
million people in the US. and Canada
engage in community at the Y each year.
Actually, I think this is an indication
that the Y is doing something right as
it looks to cultivate a space for people

IN PART

to connect and grow. And maybe—just
maybe—churches can learn something
from it.

It’s about diversity (not uniformity)

Many people move through the
fitness center at the Y, and, fortunately,
they’re not all like the sole individual on
the treadmill, plugging into things rather
than people.

The faces that I see each day rep-
resent an eclectic mix of ages, races,
and stories. I've sipped coffee with the
former pastor who loves football and is
always asking me about the church plant
I've been attending. “How is the choir?”
he asks. “You've got to have good music.”
I’ve rowed beside the retired dentist, just
soaking in his life experience. I listen to
his life recounted, stories of joy and pain
through times of war and peace. I shoot
hoops with a recent Penn State graduate
who's eager to tackle the world—change

it for good.

It’'s these relationships and the
unique stories written therein that form
the underpinning of the fabric of the Y.
This is community.

It’s about connection (not programs)

There is a group of people that fre-
quent the Y who are fondly referred to
as the breakfast bunch. They spend a few
hours at the Y most weekday mornings,
but physical exercise occupies only a
portion of that time. They arrive before
sunrise and warmly greet each other,
making small talk with the Y staff along
the way. They each get in their workouts,
which range from racquetball to lap
swimming. After showering, they gather
at the tables in the lobby and wind down
the morning by sharing about their lives.

Sometimes, they follow up their Y
visit by going out to breakfast. They
enjoy their time together. I believe this is
the healthiest group of people at the Y.

The breakfast bunch wasn’t some-
thing that was planned for and pro-
moted; the Y only needed to provide a
space where something organic could
form out of people simply wanting to
spend time with one another. This is
community.

It’s about collaboration
(not isolation)

It’s widely understood that people
remain committed to a gym (or any
membership organization) only when
they connect with another person.
Community is about accountability. It’s
about trust. It’s about recognizing our
weaknesses and depending on others to
pull us forward when we slow down.

INPART.ORG

At its core,
community-building
Is the practical
application of our
God-given longing
for relationship.

My friend John Ulsh blogs at
remotivate.wordpress.com about his jour-
ney of recovery following a life-threaten-
ing car accident. Much of his rehabilita-
tion has been done in community, at the
Y. John says, “Trust is always casier when
things are going well or when things are
so bad that you are unable to do things
for yourself. Trust becomes a completely
different thing when it is blind or when
you could just do it yourself but, instead,
you decide to put your faith in another
person or process.”

His words reflect a self-reliant,
successful man forced to depend on
others in ways that he might never have
imagined. Yet, through the process, he
finds strength beyond anything he could

possess on his own. This is community.

It’s about the young and old
(not one or the other)

At the' Y, we offer free memberships
to seventh-grade students, teens who
are at a pivotal point in their develop-
ment. We want them to connect with
their peers and other adults in a positive,
safe environment.

W also want adults to have the op-
portunity to get to know young people.
There is a component of wellness that is
found in the circle of giving back. Those
with more wisdom and experience in
life can pour back into those with so

much left to learn. And, likewise, those
with fewer years encourage those who are
older by sharing about their hopes and
dreams for the future.

The Y recently looked at our youth
mentoring initiative. We halted the pro-
gram we were doing and instead invited
our community to join a book discussion
group on fatherlessness. This enabled
people of all ages to come together and
talk about what we're seeing in our
neighborhoods. This is community.

Redeemed and redeeming

At its core, community-building is
the practical application of our God-
given longing for relationship. Tim
Keller, pastor of Redeemer Church in
New York City, says that the reason we
experience breathtaking moments in
nature is from our deep longing to con-
nect with our Creator. It’s something we
yearn for.

Yet in the interim, God offers us
opportunities to experience slivers of
real community through deep relation-
ships with others. These communities of
broken, beloved people crop up in places
like neighborhood associations, the Y,
and churches. God uses us to show His
love to others, flowing over our wounds
to redeem and transform. And when you
see it, it’s beautiful.

As Ann Voskamp, a Christian blog-
ger and writer, has remarked, “Maybe it’s
crazy to hum hymns through airports
and smile at strangers and keep counting
the graces—but the way His light slants
across this world in all its broken beauty,
really, who can help it?”

This, too, is community.

r——— Matt Tuckey sums up his fs's purpose.
% inone sentence: He loves God, loves
people, deeply values time with his wife
and kids, and ultimately finds life to be
enough. Matt serves as associate execu-
tive director at the Carlisle (Pa.) Family YMCA, as well

as on the leadership team at Engage Community, a BIC
church plant in Carlisle.

FYIONTHE Y

Background

The first Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion (YMCA) was started in London in 1844,
when George Williams and 11 friends
organized a Bible study and prayer group
for young men seeking escape from the
hazards of life on the streets.

The Y is the nation’s leading nonprofit
organization for youth development,
healthy living, and social responsibility.

The Y is a powerful association of men,
women, and children committed to bring-
ing about lasting personal and social
change. With a focus on nurturing the
potential of every child and teen, improv-
ing the nation’s health and well-being, and
providing opportunities to give back and
support neighbors, the Y seeks to enable
all people to be healthy, confident, con-
nected, and secure.

Fun facts

@ Worldwide, the Y serves more than
45 million people in 124 countries.

@ In 2010, the YMCA began officially
referring to itself by its most familiar
name: theY.

@ TheY extends programs, services, and
initiatives according to the unique
needs of the communities it engages.
So, the offerings at your local Y might
differ from those provided at others.
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When I tell my ministry colleagues
that after working as an independent

My wife, Leslie, and I visited a BIC
church for the first time seven years

ago, after moving to a new town.

I have been a part of the BIC for a little

more than three years and have been

In my last 10 years as part of this
community, I've learned that the BIC

Thank God for BIC scholars! In my 10

I have been a part of the BIC com-

PARTING WORDS

EXPLORING THE OUTER BANKS OF CHRISTIAN UNITY

by PERRY ENGLE

The general consensus was
that my wife’s family reunion at the
Outer Banks in North Carolina this
past summer was onc of the best vaca-
tions we’ve ever had. I mean, what’s
not to like about early morning runs
to Light House Bagels, bobbing in the
warm Atlantic Gulfstream, riding jet
skis far out into the sound, and enjoy-
ing late evening Just Dance contests
with cousins?

But for me there was something else
about the seven families and 29 people
who lived together for an entire week.
It was the overwhelming sense that, for
all of our differences as an extended
family (and there are plenty), none
of them really mattered as we came
together for the first time in many years
to celebrate our commonality as kin.

There were many things we could
have discussed and even argued about:
the size of government, home schooling
vs. public schooling, creationism, immi-
gration, the Emerging Church (what-
ever that is) and Rob Bell. You know
the drill—all of the things we tend to
fight about and divide over as Chris-
tians. We really could have gotten into
it, but we didn’t. Why? Because we val-
ued our time together as a family over
the need to promote our own agendas
and be right on every issue.

Reflecting back, unity wasn’t a given
at our family reunion; it was a decision
we made individually and corporately
to focus on the higher good of being
together. Similarly, unity within the

1 Hoffman Family Reunion, July 2011 (Outer Banks, N.C.)

Church is not just a state of being; it is
a choice. It is a willful act of focusing on
what connects us as Christians rather
than what divides us. It is submitting
ourselves to the heart-prayer of Jesus
that we might be “brought to complete
unity” as a witness to an unbelieving
world (John 17:20-23).

As our BIC Church family becomes
more diverse, we need to refocus on
those things that unite us as brothers
and sisters in Christ. Together, we af-
firm the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds,
as well as our own Articles of Faith and
Doctrine, which contain those ele-
ments that join us together as a people
of God: our acceptance of the Bible as
God’s word, our confession of Jesus as
Lord, our belief in Christ’s bodily resur-
rection, our conviction that salvation is
by grace alone, and our understanding
that the Holy Spirit leads to a trans-
formed life. These beliefs are at the
heart of what it means to be followers
of Jesus.

Near our vacation’s end, when it was
my time to barbeque, I turned away

from the grill for a moment, only to
return to a wall of flames that had re-
duced my California burgers to smoked
beefjerky. It was a reminder of how
quickly a seemingly controlled blaze
can turn into an all-consuming inferno.

Nothing destroys Christian unity
more quickly than a dogmatic insis-
tence on Christian uniformity. Our
response to one another as sisters and
brothers in Christ can either be a warm-
ing flame or a destructive fire.

Authentic Christian community
results in a sweetness and humility that
are both transparent and welcoming to
others. It’s like a family reunion where a
group of diverse people from different
walks of life gather to celebrate those
things that join them together rather
than argue over all those things that
tear them apart.

Perry Engle is still awaiting his Crilling

for Dummies handbook from Amazon.

He attempts to be less inflammatory in

his role as bishop of the Midwest and

Pacific Conferences of the BIC Church
in North America. He and his wife, Marta (who, for
obvious reasons, does all of the cooking), live with their
family in Ontario, Calif.
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IN PART

431 Grantham Road
PO Box A
Grantham PA 17027

Last summer, the BIC Church in North America embraced
Transformation 2020, a vision of becoming “an expanding mosaic
of churches, all seeing lives transformed by Jesus Christ” by the
year 2020.

Amid our other cooperative endeavors, we are combining our
funds, efforts, and prayers to meet these ambitious goals in 2012:

1 expanded ministry in the Middle East

We'll continue to SEND workers for witness and service by supporting the
growing outreach of BIC World Missions team members who are pursuing
peace and sharing the Gospel in Israel and Palestine

2 5 new churches & sites

We'll seek to MULTIPLY sites for life change by planting 15 new churches,
revitalizing five existing congregations, and establishing five new worship
sites (via small groups, additional worship services, or new ministries).

50 new millennial leaders
We'll work to EQUIP leaders for transformation by inviting 20-somethings
to take part in training and internship opportunities.

For more about Transformation 2012 and the ways you can take
part, go to bic-church.org.

NOW AVAILABLE TO ORDER:

FolioING
JESUS

—> Guide to the 2012 Week of Prayer and Fasting

Embark upon 2012 by joining thousands of BIC
believers from across North America for the
Week of Prayer and Fasting (Jan 1-8).

To provide direction for this time, a weeklong
devotional, “Following Jesus,” has been created.
Available in both Spanish and English, this guide
contains daily Scripture readings, meditations,
and prayers by BIC people who have committed
themselves to following Jesus—by living simply,
pursuing peace, serving joyfully, and embracing

community.

For a bundle of 10 guides:
$4.00 (USD) + shipping & handling

To reserve your copies or learn more, visit
bic-church.org.



