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Introduction: How to Use This Resource 
 

The Scriptures at their core are God's revelation of his love to humanity. The act of reading Scripture 

together is itself an experience of God's love, through which we preach to our hearts the good news of 

Jesus, and reshape our experience of the world around this reality. Through sermons, teaching, and 

corporate study, our core values move from being abstract ideas to convictions written on the hearts of 

each one of us.  

 

In You Are What You Love, James K.A. Smith reminds us that “we are what we worship,” emphasizing 

that our values and beliefs are ultimately shaped by the desires of our hearts more than the thoughts in 

our heads. John Mark Comer, in his book Practicing the Way, emphasizes that spiritual formation is not 

accidental—it’s the result of intentional teaching and practice that shape who we are at the deepest level. 

Comer explains, “Teaching is not just about information but about transformation,” reminding us that 

what we repeatedly hear and meditate on reshapes our desires and convictions. Through regular 

teaching, the church acts as what Smith calls a “pedagogy of desire,” forming our hearts and habits so 

that our deepest values and beliefs reflect the love of God that orders all other loves rightly. 

 

This collection of resources is designed to help equip churches with ideas for teaching and studying 

through our BIC core values. In this document you will find long-form sermon outlines; shortened 

outlines and discussion questions can be found in the full Compelling Worship document, available for 

download at bicus.org/compelling-worship. These resources are intended to be accessible to all ages and 

all stages, but are also simply to serve as foundational teaching and discussion elements upon which to 

build for your specific context. I hope these resources will be helpful, and pray that God would make our 

hearts good soil—that we would receive his word, and produce much fruit! 

 

Nicolas Pine 

The Meeting House (Dillsburg), Susquehanna Conference 

 

http://bicus.org/compelling-worship
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Born from Above | Experiencing God’s Love 

and Grace 
 

Text: John 3:1-21  

 

I. Introduction 

 
A. The Search for Love and Meaning 

 

● Many people long for love, purpose, and assurance in life. 

● The world offers temporary love, but only God’s love is eternal and life-changing. 

● John 3:1-21 reveals how we can experience the fullness of God’s love. 

 
B. Context of the Passage 

 

● Nicodemus, a respected Pharisee, seeks Jesus at night, searching for truth. 

● Jesus takes the conversation beyond religious knowledge and into the experience of 

God’s love. 

● Opening Question: How can we personally experience God’s love? 

 

II. Seeking God’s Love: Nicodemus Comes to Jesus (v. 1-2) 

 
A. Who Was Nicodemus? 

 

● A Pharisee and member of the Jewish ruling council (Sanhedrin). 

● A knowledgeable religious leader, but still spiritually hungry. 

 
B. Why Did He Come to Jesus? 

 

● He acknowledges Jesus as a teacher from God but does not yet understand His mission. 

● He comes at night, possibly out of fear or uncertainty. 

 
C. Application: Many People Seek God’s Love But Fearfully 

 

● Some seek Him in secret, afraid of what others might think. 
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● Others believe in God but have not yet experienced His love personally. 

● God invites all to come to Him openly and honestly. 

 

III. The Necessity of Being Born Again: Entering God’s Love (v. 

3-8) 

A. Jesus’ Bold Statement: "You Must Be Born Again" (v. 3) 

 

● God's love is not just something to know about—it must be experienced through 

spiritual rebirth. 

● "Born again" (Greek: anōthen) means "born from above"—a new birth by the Holy 

Spirit. 

B. Nicodemus’ Confusion (v. 4-5) 

 

● He thinks Jesus is talking about a physical birth. 

● Jesus clarifies: This birth is of water and the Spirit (v. 5). 

 

C. The Work of the Holy Spirit (v. 6-8) 

 

● Just as wind is unseen yet powerful, the Holy Spirit works in our hearts. 

● Experiencing God’s love requires the work of the Holy Spirit to transform us. 

 

D. Application: Have You Been Born Again? 

 

● Many people attend church but have never experienced true spiritual renewal. 

● To fully know God's love, we must surrender to the work of the Holy Spirit. 

 

IV. The Ultimate Expression of God’s Love: Jesus’ Sacrifice (John 

v. 9-15) 

A. Nicodemus Still Struggles to Understand (v. 9-10) 

 

● Religious knowledge is not enough—we must personally encounter Jesus. 
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B. Jesus Points to Himself as the Source of Eternal Life (v. 13-15) 

 

● Jesus uses an Old Testament example: 

○ The Bronze Serpent in the Wilderness (Numbers 21:8-9) 

○ The Israelites were healed by looking at the serpent; we are saved by looking to 

Christ. 

C. Application: Looking to Jesus Brings Salvation 

 

● God's love was revealed in sending Jesus to die for our sins. 

● We do not experience His love through religion or good works, but by trusting in 

Jesus. 

 

V. The Heart of the Gospel: God’s Love in Action (v. 16-18) 

 
A. John 3:16 – The Most Powerful Verse on God’s Love 

 

1. "For God so loved the world" – God’s love is vast, inclusive, and unconditional. 

2. "That He gave His only Son" – Love is demonstrated through sacrificial giving. 

3. "That whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life" – Love 

offers salvation and eternal hope. 

B. God’s Love is for All, But Requires a Response (v. 17-18) 

 

● Jesus did not come to condemn the world, but to save it. 

● Rejecting Jesus means rejecting God’s love—leaving a person in condemnation. 

● Application: Have you accepted or rejected the love God is offering? 

 

VI. Walking in the Light: Living in God’s Love (v. 19-21) 

 
A. The Contrast Between Light and Darkness 

 

● Why do some reject God's love? They love darkness (sin) rather than light (truth). 

● Fear of Exposure (v. 20): Some refuse to come to Jesus because they fear their sins 

will be revealed. 
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● Those who live in the light (v. 21): Experience God’s love and transformation. 

 
B. Application: Walking in the Light of God’s Love 

 

1. Reject the darkness – Confess sin and turn to Jesus. 

2. Embrace the light – Live in truth and reflect God’s love to others. 

3. Share the love – If we have experienced God’s love, we must share it with the world. 

 

VII. Application: How to Experience God’s Love Personally 

1. Recognize Your Need – Like Nicodemus, acknowledge that religion and good works 

are not enough. 

2. Believe in Jesus – Accept His sacrificial love on the cross. 

3. Be Born Again – Allow the Holy Spirit to transform your heart. 

4. Walk in the Light – Live a life that reflects God's love and truth. 

5. Share the Love of God – Help others encounter His love. 

 

VIII. Conclusion 
A. The Transformation of Nicodemus 

 

● In John 7:50, Nicodemus defends Jesus. 

● In John 19:39, Nicodemus helps bury Jesus—evidence of his transformation. 

● He moved from seeking knowledge to experiencing God’s love personally. 

 

B. Final Invitation 

 

● Are you like Nicodemus—searching, but not yet transformed? 

● Jesus is inviting you to experience His love fully today. 

 

Final Challenge: Surrender to Christ, be born again, and walk in His love! 

 

IX. Closing Prayer 
● Thank God for His deep and sacrificial love. 

● Ask for renewed experience of His grace through the Holy Spirit. 
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● Invite those who haven’t been born again to place their faith in Christ today. 
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Living in the Overflow | Experiencing God’s 

Love and Grace 
 

Text: Romans 5:1-11  

 

I. Introduction 

 
A. The Universal Search for Love and Acceptance 

 

● People long for true love—a love that is unconditional, unshakable, and eternal. 

● Many seek fulfillment in relationships, success, or material things, but only God's love 

and grace can fully satisfy. 

● Romans 5:1-11 explains how we experience the depth of God's love and grace through 

Jesus Christ. 

B. Context of Romans 5 

 

● Paul explains the results of justification by faith (Romans 4). 

● Opening Question: What does it mean to experience God’s love and grace in everyday 

life? 

 

II. The Foundation of Experiencing God’s Love: Justification by 

Faith (v. 1-2) 

A. Peace with God Through Jesus Christ (v. 1) 

 

● "Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God." 

● Justification = Being declared righteous before God through faith in Jesus. 

● Peace with God = A restored relationship, no longer enemies of God. 

● Application: Experiencing God’s love begins with accepting His gift of justification. 

 

B. Access to Grace and the Hope of Glory (v. 2) 

 

● We stand in grace – Grace is not just for salvation; it is for daily living. 
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● We rejoice in hope – The certainty of eternal life gives us joy in the present. 

● Application: Living in grace means knowing that God's love sustains us daily. 

 

III. Experiencing God’s Love in Suffering (v. 3-5) 

 
A. Rejoicing in Suffering? (v. 3) 

 

● The world sees suffering as meaningless, but in Christ, suffering produces growth. 

● Trials deepen our experience of God’s love and grace. 

 

B. The Process of Growth (v. 3-4) 

 

1. Suffering → Endurance – Faith strengthens through trials. 

2. Endurance → Character – Trials refine us to reflect Christ. 

3. Character → Hope – A confident expectation in God's promises. 

● Application: Suffering is not a sign of God’s absence; it is a way to experience His 

grace and love more deeply. 

 

C. The Assurance of God's Love Through the Holy Spirit (v. 5) 

 

● "God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit." 

● This is not just head knowledge but heart experience. 

● The Holy Spirit makes God's love real to us in personal and powerful ways. 

● Application: Have you felt God’s love through His Spirit? It is available to all who 

believe. 

 

IV. The Ultimate Proof of God’s Love: Christ’s Death for Sinners 

(v. 6-8) 

A. Christ Died for the Ungodly (v. 6) 

 

● "While we were still weak, Christ died for the ungodly." 

● God’s love is not based on our performance but on His grace. 

 

B. A Love Unlike Any Other (v. 7-8) 
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● Human love is conditional – People may die for a good person, but rarely for the 

wicked. 

● God’s love is unconditional – "While we were still sinners, Christ died for us." 

● Application: We experience God's love not because we deserve it, but because He 

freely gives it. 

 

V. The Security of God's Love: Saved from Wrath and Reconciled 

(v. 9-10) 

A. Justified by His Blood (v. 9) 

 

● Because we are justified, we are saved from God’s wrath. 

● God’s love does not change based on our failures—it is secure in Christ. 

 

B. Reconciled to God Through Christ’s Death (v. 10) 

 

● Reconciliation = Restoration of a broken relationship. 

● If God loved us while we were enemies, how much more does He love us now as His 

children? 

● Application: Experiencing God’s love means living in the security of His grace, not 

fear of rejection. 

 

VI. Experiencing Joy in God's Love (v. 11) 

 
A. Rejoicing in God 

 

● "We rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

● True joy comes from experiencing the depth of God’s love daily. 

● Application: Have you rejoiced in God's love today? His grace is an endless source of 

joy. 

 

VII. Application: How to Experience God's Love and Grace Daily 

1. Embrace Justification by Faith – Trust in Jesus alone for salvation (v. 1). 
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2. Stand in God’s Grace – Live in the assurance of His unchanging love (v. 2). 

3. See Trials as Opportunities for Growth – Let suffering deepen your faith (v. 3-5). 

4. Be Filled with the Holy Spirit – Allow Him to make God’s love real in your heart (v. 

5). 

5. Remember Christ’s Sacrifice – Reflect on the cross as the ultimate proof of God’s 

love (v. 6-8). 

6. Rejoice in Your Salvation – Live in daily gratitude and joy (v. 11). 

 

VIII. Conclusion 

 
A. Summary of God's Love and Grace 

 

● God's love is demonstrated in justification (v. 1-2). 

● God’s love is experienced in trials (v. 3-5). 

● God’s love is proven by Christ’s sacrifice (v. 6-8). 

● God’s love secures our salvation (v. 9-10). 

● God’s love fills us with joy (v. 11). 

 

B. Final Invitation 

 

● Are you experiencing God’s love and grace personally? 

● Final Challenge: 

○ If you have never received Christ, accept His justification and reconciliation 

today. 

○ If you are struggling with trials, trust that God’s love and grace are sustaining 

you. 

○ If you have lost joy, remember that you can rejoice in God’s love daily. 

 

IX. Closing Prayer 

● Thank God for His unshakable love and abundant grace. 

● Ask the Holy Spirit to make that love real and fresh in your heart. 

● Commit to walking in the joy of reconciliation, and to sharing that love with others. 
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Perfect Love | Experiencing God’s Love and 

Grace 
 

Text: 1 John 4:7-21  

 

I. Introduction 

 
A. The Deepest Human Need: Love 

 

● Every person longs for love that is unconditional, eternal, and transformative. 

● Many look for love in relationships, success, or achievements, but true love comes only 

from God. 

● 1 John 4:7-21 teaches us that God is the very definition of love, and He calls us 

to live in His love and share it with others. 

B. Context of 1 John 4 

 

● John writes to encourage believers to live in God’s love and to avoid false teachings. 

● He emphasizes that love is not just a concept—it is something to be experienced and 

lived out. 

 

II. The Source of Love: God Himself (v. 7-8) 

 
A. Love Originates From God (v. 7) 

 

● "Love is from God." 

● True love is not just an emotion; it is God’s nature. 

● Whoever loves has been born of God—love is the evidence of salvation. 

 

B. Knowing God Means Experiencing His Love (v. 8) 

 

● "Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love." 

● Experiencing God's love is essential to truly knowing Him. 
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● Application: Have you truly experienced God’s love? It is not just knowledge, but a 

personal encounter with His grace. 

 

III. The Greatest Expression of God’s Love: Jesus Christ (v. 9-10) 

 
A. God Demonstrated His Love Through Jesus (v. 9) 

 

● "God sent His only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him." 

● Jesus is the ultimate proof of God’s love and grace. 

● God’s love is active, not just words. 

 

B. Love is Not Based on Our Actions, But God’s Initiative (v. 10) 

 

● "Not that we have loved God, but that He loved us." 

● Salvation is not about us finding God, but about God pursuing us in love. 

● Jesus' sacrifice is the ultimate display of grace. 

● Application: Do you believe that God loves you unconditionally? Stop striving for 

love—receive it through Christ! 

 

IV. Experiencing God’s Love by Loving Others (v. 11-12) 

 
A. If God Loved Us, We Must Love One Another (v. 11) 

 

● Love is not just something we receive; it is something we give. 

● God’s love should flow through us to others. 

 

B. God’s Love is Made Complete in Us (v. 12) 

 

● "No one has ever seen God, but if we love one another, God abides in us." 

● We experience God’s love more deeply when we share it with others. 

● Application: Are you reflecting God’s love in your relationships? Loving others is 

how we truly experience God's presence. 

 

V. The Work of the Holy Spirit in Experiencing God's Love (v. 

13-16) 



 

Brethren in Christ U.S.  

Compelling Worship | bicus.org/compelling-worship 

16 

A. The Holy Spirit Confirms God's Love in Us (v. 13) 

 

● "By this, we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us 

His Spirit." 

● The Holy Spirit is the living proof of God's love in our hearts. 

 

B. We Experience Love by Confessing Christ (v. 14-15) 

 

● "Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him." 

● True experience of God’s love begins with faith in Christ. 

 

C. Abiding in Love Means Living in God’s Presence (v. 16) 

 

● "God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God." 

● Love is not just an act; it is a dwelling place. 

● Application: Are you abiding in God’s love daily, or just occasionally experiencing it? 

The Holy Spirit enables us to remain in His love. 

 

VI. Experiencing God's Love Removes Fear (v. 17-18) 

 
A. Perfect Love Gives Us Confidence (v. 17) 

 

● "Love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence on the day of 

judgment." 

● When we experience God's love, we no longer fear punishment. 

 

B. God's Love Casts Out Fear (v. 18) 

 

● "Perfect love casts out fear." 

● Fear and love cannot coexist—God’s love brings peace and security. 

● Application: Do you struggle with fear, guilt, or insecurity? The more you 

experience God's love, the less fear has control over you. 

 

VII. Our Love is a Response to God's Love (v. 19-21) 

 
A. We Love Because God First Loved Us (v. 19) 
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● We are incapable of true love without first experiencing God’s love. 

 

B. Loving God and Hating Others is a Contradiction (v. 20) 

 

● "If anyone says, 'I love God,' and hates his brother, he is a liar." 

● Love for God is inseparable from love for others. 

 

C. The Command to Love (v. 21) 

 

● "Whoever loves God must also love his brother." 

● Love is not an option—it is a command for those who have received God's love. 

● Application: Is there anyone in your life you struggle to love? Experiencing God's 

love should lead us to love even the unlovable. 

 

VIII. Application: How to Experience God's Love and Grace Daily 

1. Believe in God’s Love for You – Stop striving to earn His love; receive it by faith (v. 

9-10). 

2. Abide in His Love – Stay connected to God through prayer, worship, and His Word 

(v. 16). 

3. Let the Holy Spirit Fill You – He confirms God’s love and helps us live it out (v. 13). 

4. Love Others as a Response – Share God's love with others, even those who are 

difficult to love (v. 11). 

5. Live in Freedom, Not Fear – Perfect love casts out fear and brings confidence in 

Christ (v. 18). 

 

IX. Conclusion 

 
A. Summary of God’s Love and Grace 

 

● God’s love is the source of all love (v. 7-8). 

● Jesus’ sacrifice is the greatest proof of love (v. 9-10). 

● We experience God’s love by loving others (v. 11-12). 

● The Holy Spirit confirms God's love (v. 13-16). 

● God’s love removes fear (v. 17-18). 
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● Loving God means loving others (v. 19-21). 

 

B. Final Invitation 

 

● Have you truly experienced God’s love and grace in a personal way? 

● If not, surrender to Christ today and let His love transform you. 

● Final Challenge: 

○ If you are struggling with fear, insecurity, or unforgiveness, let God’s love fill 

and heal you. 

○ If you have been withholding love from someone, choose to reflect God’s love. 

 

X. Closing Prayer 

● Thank God for His unfailing love revealed in Jesus. 

● Ask the Holy Spirit to deepen your experience of that love. 

● Pray for grace to express that love to others, even when it's hard. 
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Believing the Bible 
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A Firm Foundation | Believing the Bible 
 

Text: Matthew 7:24-27  

 

I. Introduction: What Are You Building On? 

● Everyone is building a life, but not everyone builds on a solid foundation. 

● Jesus closes the Sermon on the Mount with a powerful illustration of two 

builders—one wise, one foolish. 

● The difference? Not in hearing, but in doing. Believing the Bible means acting on what 

it says. 

● A true believer is not just a hearer of the Word, but a doer. That is the only life that will 

stand in the storm. 

II. The Wise Builder: Hearing and Doing (v. 24) 

“Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 

man who built his house on the rock.” 

A. Hearing the Word 

 

● Jesus is speaking to people who’ve just heard His entire sermon. 

● True belief begins with listening to God’s Word. 

 

B. Putting the Word into Practice 

 

● Hearing isn’t enough; the wise person acts on what they’ve heard. 

● Believing the Bible is revealed by a life of obedience (James 1:22). 

 

C. The Rock Foundation 

 

● The “rock” represents obedience to Jesus’ teachings. 

● A life built on Scripture is stable, secure, and enduring, even in storms. 



 

Brethren in Christ U.S.  

Compelling Worship | bicus.org/compelling-worship 

21 

● Faith that works is faith that obeys. Believing the Bible leads to transformation and 

stability. 

III. The Storm: The Test of True Faith (v. 25) 

“The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 

house; yet it did not fall…” 

A. Storms Are Inevitable 

 

● Jesus doesn’t say “if” the storm comes, but when. 

● Trials, temptations, suffering, and judgment will test our foundation. 

 

B. The Strength of Obedient Faith 

 

● The house (life) stands not because of its appearance, but because of its foundation. 

● When we believe and obey Scripture, we are equipped to endure every challenge. 

● Believing the Bible doesn’t prevent storms—it prepares you to stand through them. 

 

IV. The Foolish Builder: Hearing Without Obeying (v. 

26–27) 

“But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is 

like a foolish man…” 

A. The Same Opportunity, Different Response 

 

● The foolish man also hears Jesus’ words—but does not act on them. 

● Knowledge without obedience is spiritual foolishness. 

 

B. A House Without a Foundation 

 

● Sand may look smooth and easy to build on, but it is unstable. 

● A life built on anything other than obedience to God’s Word will collapse under 

pressure. 

C. The Great Fall 
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● “It fell with a great crash” symbolizes the devastation of a life not rooted in Christ. 

● Judgment and life’s storms expose the true nature of our foundation. 

● Hearing the Bible without believing and obeying it leads to destruction. 

 

V. Conclusion: Believe by Building 

● This passage calls us to make a choice: wise builder or foolish builder? 

● Believing the Bible means not just knowing it, but building your entire life upon it. 

 

Final Challenge: Are you building your life on the solid rock of God’s Word—or 

on shifting sand? 

VI. Closing Prayer 

1. Foundation: “Lord, help me build my life on the solid rock of Your Word.” 

2. Obedience: “Give me the courage and discipline to live what I believe.” 

3. Endurance: “Strengthen me to stand firm through life’s storms because I trust and 

obey Your Word.” 
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Hearing and Doing | Believing the Bible 
 

Text: James 1:22-25  

 

I. Introduction: The Danger of Passive Faith 

● James is addressing believers who know the Word but struggle to live it out. 

● In a culture (then and now) where listening is common but obedience is rare, James 

issues a strong challenge. 

● Believing the Bible is not proven by hearing it, quoting it, or even studying it—but by 

living it. 

● A faith that hears but doesn’t obey is self-deceiving. 

 

II. Be Doers of the Word (v. 22) 

“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” 

 
A. Listening Alone Is Not Enough 

 

● James warns against merely listening—being hearers without obedience. 

● Many mistake hearing sermons, reading Scripture, or attending Bible studies for 

genuine faith. 

B. The Deception of Information Without Transformation 

 

● To hear God’s Word and not act on it is spiritual self-deception. 

● True belief produces obedience (see John 14:15). 

 

C. The Call to Action 

 

● “Do what it says” is a simple but powerful command. 

● God’s Word calls us to respond, not just reflect. 

● Believing the Bible means obeying it with your life. 
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III. The Mirror Illustration: Reflecting on God's Word (vv. 

23–24) 

“Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks 

at his face in a mirror…” 

A. The Word of God Is a Mirror 

 

● It shows us who we are in light of who God is—our flaws, needs, and identity. 

 

B. Hearing Without Doing Is Like Forgetting 

 

● A person who sees their reflection and forgets it is like a Christian who hears the Word 

but doesn’t apply it. 

● The problem isn’t lack of clarity—it’s lack of response. 

 

C. Forgetting Leads to Unchanged Lives 

 

● The result is spiritual stagnation—no growth, no transformation. 

● God's Word reveals, but only obedience transforms. 

 

IV. Look Intently and Live It Out (v. 25) 

“But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in 

it—not forgetting what they have heard but doing it—they will be blessed in what 

they do.” 

A. Look Intently – Focused Engagement 

 

● This means studying carefully, not casually glancing. 

● True belief takes time to meditate on and internalize God’s truth. 

 

B. The Law That Gives Freedom 

 

● God’s Word is not restrictive—it liberates us from sin, lies, and bondage. 

● Obedience to Scripture leads to freedom, not oppression. 
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C. Continue in It – Ongoing Obedience 

 

● Not a one-time act but a lifestyle of applying the Word daily. 

● This is the fruit of genuine belief. 

 

D. The Result: Blessing 

 

● Blessing is not for hearers alone but for doers. 

● God honors those who believe His Word enough to live it. 

● Believing the Bible is proven through consistent, joyful obedience. 

 

V. Conclusion: The Test of True Faith 

● Many profess faith, but James challenges us to ask: Does my life reflect the Word I claim 

to believe? 

● Faith that works is faith that works—faith that moves from hearing to living. 

 

Final Challenge: Are you merely a hearer of the Word, or a doer who lives in the 

blessing of obedience? 

VI. Closing Prayer 

1. Repentance: “Lord, forgive me for hearing but not obeying.” 

2. Obedience: “Empower me to live out Your Word daily.” 

3. Transformation: “Change me as I look into Your Word. Help me walk in the freedom 

it brings.” 

4. Faith: “Help me believe the Bible so deeply that it shapes my words, actions, and 

choices.” 
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The Equipping Word | Believing the Bible 
 

Text: 2 Timothy 3:14-17  

 

I. Introduction: Why We Must Believe the Bible 

● In an age of competing voices and shifting values, we must anchor ourselves in 

something unchanging. 

● Paul writes to Timothy, encouraging him to hold fast to the Scriptures he has known 

since childhood. 

● Believing the Bible is not passive agreement; it is active trust that leads to obedience, 

transformation, and mission. 

Opening Question: What place does the Bible hold in your life—reference, 

opinion, or authority? 

II. Continue in What You Have Learned (v. 14) 

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of…” 

 
A. Faith Must Be Rooted and Continued 

 

● Timothy is urged to remain steadfast in what he has been taught. 

● The Christian life is a lifelong walk of faithfulness, not a momentary decision. 

 

B. Learning Leads to Conviction 

 

● Timothy didn’t just learn Scripture; he became convinced of its truth. 

● True belief in the Bible moves from head knowledge to heart conviction. 

 

C. Trust the Source of Your Teaching 

 

● Paul reminds Timothy of the reliable witnesses—his mother, grandmother, and Paul 

himself (2 Tim. 1:5). 
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● Believing the Bible means continuing in the truth, especially when culture or emotion 

pulls us away. 

III. Scripture Leads to Salvation (v. 15) 

“…the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus.” 

A. Scripture’s Central Message Is Christ 

 

● The Bible isn’t just a moral guide—it reveals Jesus and the way to be saved. 

 

B. Wisdom for Salvation 

 

● The Scriptures reveal our need for grace and the provision of that grace in Christ. 

● Without Scripture, we are spiritually blind; through it, we are made wise unto 

salvation. 

C. Faith Comes Through the Word 

 

● Romans 10:17: “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of Christ.” 

● Believing the Bible brings us to the only path of salvation—faith in Jesus. 

 

IV. All Scripture Is God-Breathed (v. 16a) 

“All Scripture is God-breathed…” 

 
A. Divine Origin 

 

● The Bible is not man-made opinion but God’s very breath, inspired by His Spirit (2 

Peter 1:20–21). 

● Because it comes from God, it is completely trustworthy, true, and without error in 

what it teaches. 

B. All Scripture 

 

● Not just parts of it—all of Scripture, Old and New Testaments, are equally inspired. 
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● Belief in the Bible requires receiving the whole counsel of God, not selectively 

accepting parts we like. 

● Believing the Bible means receiving it as God's authoritative voice. 

 

V. The Bible Is Useful for Life Transformation (v. 16b) 

“…and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness…” 

 
A. Teaching – Revealing What Is Right 

 

● Scripture teaches truth, doctrine, and the character of God. 

 

B. Rebuking – Revealing What Is Wrong 

 

● It confronts sin and falsehood in our lives. 

 

C. Correcting – Restoring What Is Broken 

 

● It redirects and heals, setting our lives back on course. 

 

D. Training in Righteousness – Forming What Is Right 

 

● Like a coach or mentor, the Bible shapes us into Christlike people. 

● Believing the Bible involves allowing it to shape our character, behavior, and beliefs. 

 

VI. The Bible Equips Us for Every Good Work (v. 17) 

“…so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

 
A. Maturity in Christ 

 

● Scripture is not just about information, but formation—shaping us to be mature 

servants of God. 

B. Thoroughly Equipped 

 

● The Bible provides everything we need to live faithfully and fruitfully for God. 

 

C. Ready for Every Good Work 
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● Believing the Bible doesn’t lead to passivity—it empowers us to act in love, truth, and 

service. 

● A life grounded in Scripture is a life ready to fulfill God’s purposes. 

 

VII. Conclusion: A Call to Trust and Obey the Word 

● The Bible is God-breathed, Christ-centered, and life-transforming. 

● Believing the Bible is essential to: 

○ Knowing Jesus 

○ Growing in righteousness 

○ Being equipped for God’s mission 

 

Final Challenge: Are you merely familiar with the Bible, or are you fully 

surrendered to its authority? 

VIII. Closing Prayer 

1. Conviction: “Lord, deepen my belief in Your Word as truth and authority.” 

2. Transformation: “Let Your Word teach, correct, and train me daily.” 

3. Action: “Equip me through Your Word for every good work You’ve prepared for me.” 
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Worshiping God 
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Greatest Commandment | Worshiping God 
 

Text: Mark 12:28-34  

 

I. Introduction: What Is True Worship? 

● Worship is more than rituals, music, or attending church—it is wholehearted love 

directed toward God. 

● In Mark 12, Jesus identifies the greatest commandment—and in doing so, He reveals 

the heart of worship. 

● True worship is not just what we say or do in religious spaces; it’s the love of God 

expressed through every part of our being. 

Opening Question: Are you worshiping God with your whole life—or just a part 

of it? 

II. The Question That Matters (v. 28) 

“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 

 
A. The Sincere Inquiry 

 

● A scribe (teacher of the law) asks an honest question—not to trap Jesus, but to seek 

truth. 

● In a world filled with religious rules and rituals, he asks: “What matters most?” 

 

B. Jesus Points to the Core 

 

● Jesus doesn’t dismiss the law—He distills it to its essence: love. 

● Worship begins when we rightly prioritize what God values most. 

 

III. Love the Lord Your God (vv. 29–30) 
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“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind and with all your strength.” 

A. Worship Is Rooted in Love 

 

● Worship is not performance, but devotion. 

● God desires relationship, not empty rituals. 

 

B. With All Your Heart 

 

● Affection, desire, and emotional devotion. 

● Is your heart stirred for God—or distracted by lesser loves? 

 

C. With All Your Soul 

 

● The deepest part of who you are—your identity, your spirit. 

● True worship flows from your inner being, not just outward actions. 

 

D. With All Your Mind 

 

● Worship is not mindless—it’s thoughtful, informed, intentional. 

● Are your thoughts, values, and decisions shaped by your love for God? 

 

E. With All Your Strength 

 

● Your time, energy, physical body, and abilities. 

● Worship is lived out in how you serve, work, and give. 

● True worship involves every part of you—heart, soul, mind, and strength. 

 

IV. Love Your Neighbor as Yourself (v. 31) 

“The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

 
A. Worship Extends Horizontally 

 

● Love for God cannot be separated from love for others. 

● Loving others is a reflection of your love for God. 
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B. Selfless Love as Worship 

 

● We worship God not only through songs and prayers, but through serving others, 

forgiving, being present, and showing compassion. 

● Worship without love for people is incomplete and hollow. 

 

V. More Than All Sacrifices (vv. 32–33) 

“...to love him with all your heart...is more important than all burnt offerings and 

sacrifices.” 

A. The Scribe Gets It 

 

● He understands that external worship without internal devotion is meaningless. 

● God desires obedient love, not empty religion. 

 

B. Heart Over Ritual 

 

● Worship is not measured by how loud we sing, but by how deeply we love. 

● A single act of love can be more pleasing to God than a thousand offerings. 

● God values love-driven obedience more than religious performance. 

 

VI. You Are Not Far from the Kingdom (v. 34) 

“You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 

 
A. Close, But Not Yet In 

 

● The scribe understood intellectually—but Jesus challenges him to go further. 

● Worship is not just knowing truth—it’s living in surrender to it. 

 

B. Worship Leads Us to the Kingdom 

 

● When we worship through love and surrender, we draw closer to the reign and presence 

of God. 

● Knowing what matters isn’t enough—worship moves us to live it out. 
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VII. Conclusion: Worship as a Way of Life 

● Worship is not confined to Sunday—it’s a daily life of: 

○ Loving God fully 

○ Loving others sacrificially 

○ Living in alignment with His heart 

● True worship is whole-life devotion—not just moments of expression. 

 

Final Challenge: Are you loving God with your whole heart, soul, mind, and 

strength? Are you loving others as an act of worship? 

VIII. Closing Prayer 

1. Surrender: “Lord, I offer You my whole heart, soul, mind, and strength.” 

2. Alignment: “Help me to align my priorities with what You say matters most.” 

3. Love: “Teach me to love others as an expression of my worship to You.” 

4. Wholeness: “Let my entire life become a living act of worship.” 
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Reverent Awe | Worshiping God 
 

Text: 1 Chronicles 16:23-3  

 

I. Introduction: Worship as a Way of Life 

● David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem and appoints worship leaders to 

give thanks to God. 

● In this song, we find a global and glorious call to worship. 

● Worship is not confined to the temple, the church, or a song—it is the daily 

declaration of God's greatness. 

Opening Question: Are you living a life that declares the glory of God? 

 

II. Worship Declares Who God Is (vv. 23–24) 

“Sing to the Lord, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his 

glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.” 

A. Worship Is Global 

 

● The call is for “all the earth” to worship. 

● Worship is not limited by culture, nation, or style—it’s for everyone. 

 

B. Worship Proclaims God's Salvation 

 

● We proclaim what God has done—His salvation and faithfulness every day. 

● Worship tells the story of grace, rescue, and redemption. 

 

C. Worship Declares His Glory and Deeds 

 

● True worship communicates God’s worth—His nature, His actions, His power. 

● Worship is not just felt—it is spoken and shared with the world. 

 

III. Worship Honors God Above All (vv. 25–27) 
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“For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods.” 

 
A. Worship Acknowledges God's Supremacy 

 

● God is great, worthy, and above all false gods and idols. 

● Worship begins with right fear—a holy reverence of God's greatness. 

 

B. False gods are Worthless 

 

● “All the gods of the nations are idols”—empty and powerless. 

● Only the Lord is Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer. 

 

C. Splendor, Majesty, Strength, and Joy 

 

● These qualities surround God’s presence—and they mark the lives of those who 

worship Him. 

● Worship puts God on the throne of our hearts, displacing every idol. 

 

IV. Worship Involves Offering and Surrender (vv. 28–29) 

“Ascribe to the Lord… bring an offering and come before him; worship the Lord in the 

splendor of his holiness.” 

A. Ascribe Glory and Strength 

 

● “Ascribe” means to give credit—recognize and honor who God is. 

● Worship involves recognition and response. 

 

B. Bring an Offering 

 

● Worship is not just verbal—it’s sacrificial and tangible. 

● We offer time, resources, talents, obedience, and our very lives. 

 

C. Worship in His Holiness 

 

● God's holiness is radiant, pure, and awe-inspiring. 

● We approach with humility, reverence, and joy. 

● Worship involves giving, not just receiving. 
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V. Worship Fosters Holy Awe (v. 30) 

“Tremble before him, all the earth! The world is firmly established; it cannot be 

moved.” 

A. Worship Invokes Awe and Reverence 

 

● To tremble is to stand in reverent fear of God's majesty and authority. 

● Worship balances joy and trembling, celebration and humility. 

 

B. The World Is Firmly Established 

 

● Worship is rooted in God’s unchanging nature and sovereignty. 

● He holds the world together—we can trust Him and rest in Him. 

● Worship reminds us that God is in control, worthy of our awe and trust. 

 

VI. Worship Declares God as King (v. 31) 

“Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let them say among the nations, ‘The 

Lord reigns!’” 

A. Worship Is a Declaration of God’s Reign 

 

● We don’t just worship a Savior—we worship a King. 

● Declaring “The Lord reigns” is both an act of praise and a statement of allegiance. 

 

B. Worship Is Joyful 

 

● Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad—creation itself celebrates God. 

● Worship is not only duty—it’s delight in God’s kingship. 

 

C. A Call to the Nations 

 

● Worship is missional—we invite others to join in recognizing and responding to God's 

rule. 

● Worship is both personal devotion and public proclamation of the Lord’s reign. 



 

Brethren in Christ U.S.  

Compelling Worship | bicus.org/compelling-worship 

38 

VII. Conclusion: Living a Life That Worships 

● Worship is more than music—it is: 

○ Proclaiming His salvation daily 

○ Honoring Him above all 

○ Offering our lives to Him 

○ Living in holy awe 

○ Declaring His rule and reign 

 

Final Challenge: Does your life declare the glory of the God you worship? 

 

VIII. Closing Prayer 

1. Glory: “Lord, I ascribe to You all glory and strength. You alone are worthy.” 

2. Offering: “I bring my life as an offering of worship. Take all of me.” 

3. Awe: “Teach me to tremble before You in reverent joy.” 

4. Witness: “May my life proclaim among the nations: The Lord reigns!” 
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True Worship | Worshiping God 
 

Text: Romans 12:1-2 

 

I. Introduction: What Is Worship? 

● Many reduce worship to music or Sunday services. 

● Paul expands worship to how we live our entire lives. 

● Romans 12:1–2 teaches us that worship is not just what we sing, but what we 

surrender. 

Opening Question: Is your whole life an offering of worship to God? 

 

II. Worship Begins with God's Mercy (v. 1a) 

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy…” 

 

A. The Motivation for Worship 

 

● “Therefore” connects to Romans chapters 1–11, where Paul describes God’s grace, 

salvation, and mercy. 

● Worship is our response to what God has already done—not a way to earn His favor. 

 

B. God's Mercy Is the Fuel of Worship 

 

● Mercy: God's compassion toward us in our sin. 

● We worship not to gain mercy, but because we’ve received mercy. 

 

Key Point: Worship is gratitude lived out because of what God has done. 

 

III. Worship Is a Living Sacrifice (v. 1b) 

“…to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your 

true and proper worship.” 
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A. Offer Your Bodies 

 

● Not just spiritual devotion—our entire selves: actions, time, choices, work, 

relationships. 

B. Living Sacrifice 

 

● A sacrifice implies death—yet we are to live daily for God. 

● It’s a continual act of giving ourselves over to God's purposes. 

 

C. Holy and Pleasing 

 

● Holiness: Set apart from the world and sin, devoted to God. 

● Pleasing: God delights in a life surrendered to Him. 

 

Key Point: Worship is not just what we say—it’s how we live. 

 

IV. Worship Involves Mind Renewal (v. 2a) 

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing 

of your mind.” 

A. Rejecting the World’s Pattern 

 

● The world pressures us to live for self, success, and sin. 

● Following Christ means breaking free from those patterns. 

 

B. Be Transformed 

 

● Transformation (Greek: metamorphoō) is deep inner change—like a caterpillar 

becoming a butterfly. 

● This happens through renewing our minds by God’s Word, Spirit, and truth. 

 

Key Point: Worship happens when our thinking changes to reflect the mind of Christ. 

 

V. Worship Discerns God’s Will (v. 2b) 
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“Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing 

and perfect will.” 

A. Worship Clears Our Vision 

 

● A surrendered and renewed life leads to spiritual clarity. 

● You will know what pleases God and walk in His direction. 

 
B. God’s Will Is Good, Pleasing, and Perfect 

 

● God's ways are not burdensome—they are beautiful, satisfying, and complete. 

● The more you worship with your life, the more you align with His best. 

 

Key Point: Worship brings us into alignment with God's perfect purpose. 

 

VI. Conclusion: Worship Is a Lifestyle 

● Worship is not confined to Sundays or music—it is: 

○ Offering your whole self 

○ Living set apart for God 

○ Being transformed from the inside out 

○ Walking in God's will every day 

● Jesus gave Himself for us—now we give ourselves back to Him. 

 

Final Challenge: Will you make your whole life your act of worship? 

 

VII. Closing Prayer 

1. Surrender: “Lord, I offer my body and my life to You as a living sacrifice.” 

2. Transformation: “Renew my mind so that I can think and live according to Your 

will.” 

3. Holiness: “Help me to live a life that is holy and pleasing in Your sight.” 

4. Worship: “Teach me to worship You not just in song, but in every moment and 

decision.” 
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Following Jesus 
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Abide in Me | Following Jesus 
 

Text: John 15:1-8  

 

I. Introduction: What Does It Really Mean to Follow Jesus? 

● Many think of following Jesus as external behavior—church attendance, moral living, 

doing good. 

● But Jesus describes following Him as something much deeper—a living union, like a 

branch to a vine. 

● This passage calls us to abide in Jesus—not just believe in Him, but stay with Him 

daily. 

Opening Question: Are you connected to Christ—or just close by? 

 

II. Jesus, the True Vine (v. 1) 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.” 

 

A. Jesus Is the Source of All Spiritual Life 

 

● The vine gives life to the branches. Without the vine, the branch dies. 

● Jesus alone sustains, nourishes, and empowers us to live and grow. 

 

B. The Father Tends the Garden 

 

● God is not distant—He is actively involved, pruning and shaping our lives for 

fruitfulness. 

● Following Jesus begins with staying connected to Him as your source of life. 

 

III. The Purpose of Following Jesus: Bearing Fruit (v. 2, v. 8) 

“He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit…” 
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A. God Desires Growth in Us 

 

● Fruit represents Christlike character, good works, and influence that glorifies God. 

● Fruit-bearing is the evidence of a real relationship with Jesus. 

 

B. Pruning Is Part of the Process 

 

● Sometimes God removes comforts, habits, or distractions—not to hurt us, but to grow 

us. 

● Following Jesus will change you—it always leads to transformation and fruit. 

 

IV. Abiding in Jesus: The Heart of Discipleship (vv. 4–5) 

“Remain in me, as I also remain in you.” 

 

A. What Does It Mean to Abide? 

 

● Abiding means staying, dwelling, remaining—living in close relationship with 

Christ. 

● It’s a continual dependence—through prayer, the Word, obedience, and trust. 

 

B. Without Him, We Can Do Nothing 

 

● We can be busy for Jesus but spiritually dry without Him. 

● Power, wisdom, peace, and fruit come only from abiding. 

● Following Jesus is not a part-time commitment—it’s a daily, whole-life connection. 

 

V. The Consequence of Not Abiding (v. 6) 

“If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away…” 

 

A. Disconnection Leads to Withering 

 

● Apart from Jesus, our spiritual lives shrivel—no peace, no purpose, no lasting fruit. 

 

B. This Is a Loving Warning 

 

● Jesus wants us to remain—not to scare us, but to preserve us. 
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● Abiding isn’t optional if we want a life that lasts. 

 

VI. The Power of Prayer and Fruitfulness (v. 7) 

“If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish…” 

 

A. Abiding Affects Your Desires 

 

● When we abide in Jesus, our prayers align with His will. 

● Fruitful prayer comes from a Word-filled, Christ-centered heart. 

 

B. Prayer Becomes Powerful 

 

● God delights to answer the prayers of those who stay close to His Son. 

● The more you follow Jesus, the more you pray like Him—and see fruit like Him. 

 

VII. God’s Glory Is Revealed Through Our Fruit (v. 8) 

“This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit…” 

 

A. Our Lives Point Others to God 

 

● The goal of following Jesus isn’t just self-improvement—it’s God’s glory. 

 

B. Fruitfulness Proves Discipleship 

 

● We don’t follow Jesus to earn salvation—but fruitfulness is the evidence that we are 

truly His. 

● The world sees Jesus when His people bear His fruit. 

 

VIII. Conclusion: A Life of Abiding Is a Life of Following 

● Following Jesus isn’t about performance—it’s about presence. 

● It’s waking up every day and saying, “Jesus, I’m staying with You.” 

● When you stay with Jesus: 

○ You grow 

○ You change 
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○ You bear fruit 

○ You glorify God 

 

“Abide in Me, and you will bear much fruit.” 

 

IX. Closing Prayer 

1. Connection: “Jesus, help me to stay connected to You each day.” 

2. Surrender: “Father, prune what You must so I can bear fruit for You.” 

3. Fruitfulness: “Holy Spirit, produce in me the love, joy, and faithfulness that glorify 

God.” 

4. Commitment: “Lord, I choose to follow You—not from a distance, but in deep, daily 

communion.” 
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Take My Yoke upon You | Following Jesus 
 

Text: Matthew 11:25-30  

 

I. Introduction: The Burden of Trying to Do Life Alone 

● Many people live under heavy burdens—stress, guilt, failure, expectations. 

● Religion without relationship with Jesus only adds to the weight. 

● In this passage, Jesus invites us to follow Him—not as taskmaster, but as Savior and 

Shepherd. 

● Following Jesus leads to rest for the soul, not more striving. 

 

II. The Humble Heart of God (vv. 25–26) 

“You have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little 

children.” 

A. God Reveals Himself to the Humble 

 

● The truths of the kingdom are not grasped by pride or intellect but received by 

childlike trust. 

● Following Jesus begins with humility—recognizing we need Him. 

 

B. God's Way Upsets Human Expectations 

 

● The world exalts status, achievement, and self-sufficiency. 

● Jesus calls us to dependence, not performance. 

● Following Jesus starts with receiving, not achieving. 

 

III. The Unique Invitation of Jesus (v. 27) 

“No one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal 

him.” 
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A. Jesus Is the Only Way to Know God 

 

● Following Jesus means trusting in His revelation of the Father. 

● He is not just a good teacher—He is the Son who reveals the heart of God. 

 

B. A Personal Relationship, Not Just Knowledge 

 

● To follow Jesus is to know Him personally and walk in His presence. 

● You can't follow Jesus from a distance—He invites you into close relationship. 

 

IV. Come to Me: The Call to Follow (v. 28) 

“Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

 
A. The Burdened Are Invited 

 

● Jesus isn’t calling the strong and perfect—He's calling the weary and worn-out. 

● “Burdened” refers to both life's hardships and the oppressive weight of legalistic 

religion. 

B. Jesus Offers Rest, Not More Rules 

 

● This is not passive rest—it's the deep rest of the soul that comes from knowing you’re 

loved, accepted, and sustained by Him. 

● Jesus doesn’t add burdens—He lifts them. 

 

V. Take My Yoke: The Lifestyle of Following Jesus (v. 29) 

“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me…” 

 
A. What Is a Yoke? 

 

● A yoke symbolizes submission and partnership. 

● To take Jesus’ yoke is to align your life with His will, values, and pace. 

 

B. Learning from the Gentle Savior 



 

Brethren in Christ U.S.  

Compelling Worship | bicus.org/compelling-worship 

49 

● Jesus is “gentle and humble in heart”—unlike the harsh demands of the world or 

religion. 

● Following Him means walking closely, learning slowly, and growing deeply. 

● To follow Jesus is to learn from the One who loves you deeply and leads you gently. 

 

VI. A New Kind of Rest (v. 30) 

“For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

 
A. His Yoke Fits Perfectly 

 

● Jesus’ way is not always easy, but it is good, fitting, and freeing. 

● He empowers what He commands—His Spirit enables us to walk in grace. 

 

B. A Life of Joyful Obedience 

 

● The “burden” of following Jesus is light because it comes from love, not law. 

● Following Him leads to peace, purpose, and rest even in the midst of pressure. 

● The more closely we walk with Jesus, the lighter life becomes. 

 

VII. Conclusion: The Invitation Still Stands 

● Jesus invites us today: 

→ “Come to Me” – Relationship 

→ “Take My Yoke” – Surrender 

→ “Learn from Me” – Discipleship 

→ “You will find rest” – Renewal 

● Following Jesus is not a sprint but a lifelong walk of trust. 

● Will you respond to His invitation today? 

 

VIII. Closing Prayer 

1. Surrender: “Lord, I come to You. I lay down my burdens at Your feet.” 

2. Trust: “Jesus, help me to take Your yoke and follow You with a trusting heart.” 

3. Rest: “Fill my soul with the rest that comes from knowing I belong to You.” 

4. Growth: “Teach me daily, Lord, to walk in Your ways with joy and peace.” 
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Walk by the Spirit | Following Jesus 
 

Text: Galatians 5:13-26  

 

I. Introduction: What Does It Mean to Follow Jesus? 

● Many claim to follow Jesus, but their lives reflect selfishness or legalism. 

● Paul reminds believers: True freedom is not the absence of restraint—but the 

presence of the Holy Spirit. 

● Following Jesus means crucifying the flesh and walking in step with the Spirit. 

 

Opening Question: What does your daily walk say about who you're following? 

 

II. Called to Freedom, Not the Flesh (v. 13) 

“You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom 

to indulge the flesh…” 

A. The Danger of Misusing Freedom 

 

● The gospel sets us free—but not to live selfishly. 

● True freedom is the power to love, not the permission to sin. 

 

B. Serve One Another in Love 

 

● Following Jesus leads to humble service, not self-gratification. 

● Freedom in Christ is an invitation to love, not license to sin. 

 

III. Love Fulfills the Law (vv. 14–15) 

“The entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’” 

A. Love Is the Evidence of True Discipleship 
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● Jesus taught that His followers would be known by their love (John 13:35). 

● Love reflects the heart of Jesus and fulfills the purpose of the law. 

 

B. Division Destroys Community 

 

● Biting and devouring (v. 15) shows what happens when we follow the flesh instead of 

Christ. 

● Following Jesus means building others up, not tearing them down. 

 

IV. Walk by the Spirit, Not the Flesh (vv. 16–18) 

“So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.” 

 

A. The Spirit and the Flesh Are in Conflict 

 

● The “flesh” refers to our sinful nature—self-centered desires opposed to God. 

● The Spirit leads us in the way of Jesus—toward holiness, humility, and love. 

 

B. The Spirit Empowers Us to Follow Jesus 

 

● You can't follow Jesus in your own strength. You need the Spirit to guide and 

empower you. 

● Walking with Jesus means walking by the Spirit daily. 

 

V. The Works of the Flesh vs. the Fruit of the Spirit (vv. 19–23) 

A. The Works of the Flesh (vv. 19–21) 

 

● These are obvious signs of living apart from Christ: sexual immorality, hatred, jealousy, 

selfish ambition, etc. 

● Paul warns: “Those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.” 

 
B. The Fruit of the Spirit (vv. 22–23) 

 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness…” 

 

● These are not achievements, but evidence that Christ is alive in you. 

● The fruit grows as we remain connected to Jesus and surrendered to His Spirit. 
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● Following Jesus produces inner transformation, not just outer behavior. 

 

VI. Crucified Flesh, New Life (vv. 24–26) 

“Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh…” 

 

A. Following Jesus Requires Death to Self 

 

● We must actively put to death the old way of living—daily surrender. 

● Discipleship is costly—it involves choosing Jesus over self. 

 

B. Keep in Step with the Spirit 

 

● The Spirit doesn’t just live in us—He leads us. 

● Stay in rhythm with the Spirit’s promptings through prayer, Word, worship, and 

obedience. 

● Following Jesus is not about perfection, but daily dependence on the Spirit. 

 

VII. Conclusion: The Path of True Discipleship 

● Following Jesus means: 

○ Rejecting the flesh 

○ Walking in the Spirit 

○ Loving others 

○ Bearing spiritual fruit 

● The world doesn’t need more religious people—it needs Spirit-filled followers of 

Jesus. 

Final Challenge: What path are you walking—flesh or Spirit? Will you follow 

Jesus daily by walking with the Spirit? 

VIII. Closing Prayer 

1. Surrender: “Lord, I crucify the desires of the flesh today. I surrender all to You.” 

2. Empowerment: “Holy Spirit, fill me and guide me. Help me walk in Your strength.” 

3. Love: “Jesus, teach me to follow You by loving and serving others.” 
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4. Fruit: “Let Your fruit grow in my life so that the world sees You in me.” 
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Belonging to the Community of Faith 
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Known by Love | Belonging to the 

Community of Faith 
 

Text: John 13:31-35  

 

I. Introduction: The New Commandment and Its Power for 

Witnessing 

A. Context of the Passage 

 

● This passage occurs during the Last Supper, a critical moment before Jesus' death. 

● Jesus is preparing His disciples for His departure, and He gives them a new 

commandment—to love one another. 

● This "new commandment" is not just a call to individual piety but has 

world-changing significance. Through love, the world will know we are His disciples. 

 

B. The Theme of the Passage 

 

● Jesus shifts the focus from His impending death to the command for His disciples to 

love one another as a witness to the world. 

● Our love for one another is a powerful form of witnessing to the world about the reality 

of Christ's love for humanity. 

II. The New Commandment: Love One Another (v. 31-34) 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 

you, you also are to love one another.” 

A. The Mandate to Love 

 

● Jesus gives a new commandment that elevates the call to love beyond mere affection or 

kindness. It is self-sacrificial love, modeled after Jesus’ own love for His disciples. 
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● This love is not contingent on the worthiness of the other person; it is a love that 

chooses to serve and give even in the face of betrayal and suffering. 

B. The Standard of Love: "Just As I Have Loved You" 

 

● The standard of this love is set by Jesus Himself: unconditional, sacrificial, and 

costly love. 

● Jesus’ love for His disciples is not based on their performance but on His grace, and it is 

the same love that we are to extend to one another. 

● True love is not self-centered, but Christ-centered, demonstrated through sacrificial 

acts of service and forgiveness. 

III. The Impact of Love: A Witness to the World (v. 35) 

“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 

A. Love as the Identifying Mark of Discipleship 

 

● Jesus doesn’t say the world will know we are His disciples by our doctrinal accuracy, 

church attendance, or even our morality, but by our love for one another. 

● The love among believers is the primary witness to the world of the transforming 

power of the gospel. 

● The credibility of the gospel message hinges on the love we show to one another. How 

can we expect to witness to a world about God’s love if we don’t reflect that love within 

the church? 

B. A Visible, Tangible Witness 

 

● Jesus’ command is not abstract; it is meant to be practiced and seen by the world. The 

world will look at us and see the love we have for each other, and this will testify to 

the reality of Jesus’ presence in our lives. 

● This love is not about simply tolerating one another but about genuinely loving and 

serving each other, which will be noticed by the watching world. 
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● Our church community must be a living testimony of the love of Christ, where the 

world can see how we love and serve each other despite differences, struggles, and 

challenges. 

IV. The World is Watching: Our Love Speaks Louder Than Words 

 
A. The Influence of Christian Love in a Divided World 

 

● In a world marked by division, hatred, and strife, love stands as the greatest 

testimony to the world. Jesus knew that His disciples would face challenges in their 

relationships with one another, but He still calls them to reflect His love. 

● The love of Christians should be a countercultural witness that displays a different 

way to relate to one another—rooted in humility, grace, and forgiveness. 

● Are we known for our love for each other in the world? In what ways can we as a church 

community become more visible in our love? 

B. Love as an Invitation to the World 

 

● The love that Christians display to each other is not just a witness—it’s also an 

invitation to the world to come and experience the love of Jesus. 

● When the world sees the selfless, sacrificial love of Christ demonstrated among believers, 

they are invited to experience the love that transcends their own brokenness. 

● Every act of love within the church is an invitation to those outside the faith. Are we 

extending that invitation well? Are we loving others in a way that shows the love of 

Christ? 

V. Application: Living Out Jesus’ Love in the World Today 

 
A. Love as a Lifestyle 

 

1. Serve one another – Look for opportunities to serve and care for the needs of others in 

the body of Christ. 

2. Forgive one another – As Christ forgave us, we must be willing to forgive one 

another, even when it’s difficult. 
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3. Encourage one another – Build each other up, especially in moments of weakness and 

doubt. 

4. Welcome one another – Embrace diversity within the church and make it a point to 

love and accept those who are different. 

B. Witnessing Through Love to a Broken World 

 

1. Share the gospel – We must also communicate the message of love—the truth about 

Jesus’ death and resurrection for the forgiveness of sins. 

2. Practice love publicly – Demonstrate the love of Christ not only in the church but 

also in your family, workplace, and community. 

3. Be a light in the darkness – Our love should shine as a beacon of hope in a world 

filled with hatred, division, and brokenness. 

VI. Conclusion: The Love That Changes the World 

 
A. A Radical Call to Love 

 

● The world will know we are Jesus’ disciples, not by our words alone, but by the radical 

love we show toward one another and the world. 

● Let’s commit to living out this love every day, in every relationship, reflecting Jesus’ love 

to the world. 

B. A Powerful Witness 

 

● Love is the most powerful witness we can give the world. Through our love for one 

another, the world will encounter the living presence of Jesus. 

VII. Closing Prayer 

● Thank God for His great love for us, and ask for His help in demonstrating that love to 

others. 

● Pray for the Holy Spirit to empower us to love one another sacrificially and to be a 

witness to the world. 

● Ask for boldness and wisdom to reflect Christ’s love in every area of life. 
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Place of Belonging | Belonging to the 

Community of Faith 
 

Text: Acts 2:42-47  

 

I. Introduction: The Deep Human Need for Belonging 

● Everyone longs to belong—whether in family, friendship, or faith. 

● In a fragmented world, the church is meant to be a spiritual home where people are 

known, loved, and transformed. 

● Acts 2 shows the birth of the early church—a Spirit-filled community that embodied 

unity, devotion, and radical love. 

II. Devotion to the Core of Community Life (v.42) 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer.” 

A. Devoted to the Apostles’ Teaching 

 

● Grounded in truth—they shared a common foundation in God’s Word. 

● Belonging means not just emotional connection but shared spiritual convictions. 

 

B. Devoted to Fellowship (koinonia) 

 

● Not casual acquaintance, but deep partnership in life and mission. 

● True community is more than proximity; it’s about presence and participation. 

 

C. Devoted to Breaking Bread 

 

● Likely refers to both the Lord’s Supper and communal meals. 

● Eating together builds trust, remembrance, and family-like bonds. 

 

D. Devoted to Prayer 
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● Prayer anchored their relationships with God and with one another. 

● A praying church is a bonded church. 

● Do you treat fellowship and spiritual rhythms as optional or essential? 

● Belonging begins with devotion—to God and His people. 

 

III. Unity and Awe in God’s Presence (v.43) 

“Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the 

apostles.” 

A. God’s Presence Produced Awe 

 

● A community centered on Christ is marked by reverence, not routine. 

● Signs and wonders were a confirmation that God was among them. 

 
B. Unity Positioned Them for Power 

 

● The Spirit works powerfully where unity and devotion are present. 

● Belonging includes sharing in God’s supernatural work. 

● Are we creating space for God to move in our gatherings? 

● Unity in love prepares us for awe in worship. 

 

IV. Shared Lives and Radical Generosity (vv.44–45) 

“All the believers were together and had everything in common…” 

 
A. Togetherness in Heart and Practice 

 

● They didn’t just worship together; they shared life—resources, time, and homes. 

● Community life went beyond the sanctuary into everyday needs. 

 

B. Sacrificial Giving for the Sake of Others 

 

“...they sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.” 

 

● Love wasn’t sentimental; it was sacrificial and practical. 

● Generosity was a sign that they truly belonged to each other. 
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● Are we willing to lay down comfort for the sake of someone else’s need? 

● Belonging grows when we live as contributors, not consumers. 

 

V. Daily Devotion and Shared Joy (v.46) 

“Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts.” 

A. Consistency in Community 

 

● They met daily—community was not a Sunday event but a way of life. 

● Belonging means we show up—with our presence, attention, and care. 

 

B. Joy and Sincerity in Relationships 

 

● Their shared meals and worship were marked by gladness and authenticity. 

● Real love thrives in an atmosphere of honest joy and open hearts. 

● How often do we invite others into our lives, not just into our church services? 

● Belonging flourishes where joy and honesty are welcome. 

 

VI. A Witnessing and Growing Community (v.47) 

“And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” 

 
A. Praise and Favor 

 

● They worshiped God together and found favor with people—the world saw 

something beautiful and compelling in them. 

B. Daily Growth Through God’s Work 

 

● The church grew not because of programs, but because it was a living, loving, 

Spirit-filled family. 

● People want to belong to something real and redemptive. 

● A healthy, loving community is God’s greatest evangelism tool. 

● When people see us love well, they will want to know the source of that love. 
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VII. Conclusion: Church Is Where You Belong 

● The early church wasn’t perfect, but it was faithful to one another. 

● God is still building communities like this—where people can belong, believe, and 

become. 

● You don’t just go to church—belong to each other. 

 

VIII. Closing Prayer 
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True Community | Belonging to the 

Community of Faith 
 

Text: Romans 15:1-13  

 

I. Introduction 

● One of the deepest human needs is to belong—to be seen, welcomed, and valued. 

● The church should be the place where everyone finds that belonging—not because 

we’re the same, but because we’ve been brought together by the same Savior. 

● Paul’s words in Romans 15 show us how the church can become a home for every 

believer, no matter their background, maturity, or preferences. 

● In this passage, Paul addresses the Roman church—diverse, divided, and learning to live 

together in Christ. 

 

II. Belonging Requires Bearing With One Another in Love (vv. 

1–2) 

“We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please 

ourselves.” 

A. Spiritual Strength Is Measured by Service 

 

● Paul speaks to the "strong"—those mature in faith. 

● Maturity is not a weapon for judgment, but a tool for support. 

● In God’s family, strength is used to carry others, not elevate ourselves. 

 

B. Community Means Putting Others First 

 

● We’re called to build each other up, not tear down. 

● Belonging means we show grace to those still growing. We don’t expect perfection—we 

offer patience. 
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III. Belonging Imitates the Example of Christ (vv. 3–4) 

“For even Christ did not please himself…” 

 
A. Jesus Bore Our Burdens 

 

● He didn’t live to please Himself but laid His life down for us. 

● Paul quotes Psalm 69:9 to show that Jesus accepted suffering for the sake of others. 

 

B. Scripture Gives Us Endurance and Encouragement 

 

● The Bible equips the church to persevere together. 

● We build belonging by following Christ’s humility and staying rooted in God’s Word. 

 

IV. Belonging Is Sustained Through Unity in Worship (vv. 5–6) 

“...so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

A. Unity of Attitude 

 

● Paul prays for a unified mindset—one marked by Christlikeness. 

● Unity doesn’t mean agreement on everything, but agreement in heart and mission. 

 

B. Unified Worship Glorifies God 

 

● When diverse people worship with “one voice,” it’s a powerful witness. 

● Our ability to belong together is directly connected to our willingness to worship 

together. 

V. Belonging Means Radical Acceptance (v. 7) 

“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you...” 

 
A. Christ Is Our Standard of Welcome 

 

● He welcomed Jews and Gentiles, insiders and outsiders. 
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● He didn’t require perfection before acceptance. 

 

B. Our Acceptance Glorifies God 

 

● Welcoming others reflects the Gospel and honors God. 

● Belonging grows when the church becomes a home, not a club. 

 

VI. Belonging Includes All People (vv. 8–12) 

Paul quotes multiple OT texts to show that God’s plan has always included the 

Gentiles. 

A. Christ Fulfilled God's Promise to Israel 

 

● He confirmed God's truth to the Jews (v. 8). 

 

B. Christ Extended Mercy to the Nations 

 

● From Psalms, Deuteronomy, and Isaiah, Paul emphasizes God's desire for a multiethnic 

people. 

C. Unity in Diversity 

 

● The church is God’s beautiful mosaic of cultures, backgrounds, and stories. 

● Belonging isn’t based on sameness—it’s rooted in shared redemption. 

 

VII. Belonging Overflows With Hope (v. 13) 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him…” 

 
A. Hope Comes From God 

 

● Paul ends with a benediction—a prayer that God would fill the church with joy, peace, 

and hope. 

B. Hope Is a Community Experience 

 

● We don’t hold on to hope alone—it overflows in the body of Christ. 
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● The Holy Spirit fills us so that our community becomes a wellspring of life and light. 

● Application: A church where people belong is a church full of hope. 

 

VIII. Closing Prayer 
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Witnessing to the World 
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Christlike Witness | Witnessing to the World 
 

Text: Philippians 2:1-11 

 

I. Introduction: Witnessing by Becoming Like Christ 

● Most people are not drawn to Christ by arguments but by examples. 

● In Philippians 2, Paul urges believers to mirror the attitude of Jesus—humility, 

obedience, and love. 

● The world is watching: our character, unity, and compassion are part of our witness to 

Christ. 

 

II. The Foundation of Our Witness: Unity in Christ (vv. 1–2) 

 
A. “If You Have Any Encouragement from Being United with Christ...” 

 

● Paul appeals to shared spiritual blessings: encouragement, comfort, love, and 

fellowship. 

● These blessings become the basis for how we treat one another. 

 

B. Unity Amplifies Witness 

 

● A unified Church reflects the reconciling power of the Gospel (John 17:21). 

● Disunity among Christians damages our witness. 

 

Application Point: 

When we walk in unity, we show the world a different way—a Kingdom way. 

 

III. The Heart of Our Witness: Humility and Love (vv. 3–4) 

 
A. “Do Nothing Out of Selfish Ambition…” 

 

● The Gospel calls us to lay down ego and entitlement. 
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● Pride repels people—humility attracts. 

 
B. “Value Others Above Yourselves” 

 

● True humility isn't thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself less. 

● Compassionate love for others opens the door for Gospel conversations. 

 

Application Point: 

When we live humbly and selflessly, the world sees Jesus in us. 

 

IV. The Model for Our Witness: The Mindset of Christ (vv. 5–8) 

 
A. “Have the Same Mindset as Christ Jesus” 

 

● Witnessing doesn’t start with a method—it starts with a mindset. 

● Jesus chose the path of servanthood, not status. 

 

B. Jesus Emptied Himself (v. 7) 

 

● He let go of His rights to reach us. 

● As His followers, we must be willing to step into others’ worlds, serve them, and 

sacrifice comfort. 

C. Jesus Was Obedient, Even to Death (v. 8) 

 

● His obedience brought salvation. 

● Our obedience in living like Him gives credibility to our message. 

 
Application Point: 

You witness best when you walk like Jesus did—with humility, love, and obedience. 

 

V. The Message of Our Witness: Jesus is Lord (vv. 9–11) 

 
A. “God Exalted Him... Gave Him the Name Above Every Name” 

 

● Jesus’ humility and obedience led to His exaltation. 
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● Our message to the world is this: Jesus is Lord—He alone saves. 

 
B. Every Knee Will Bow... Every Tongue Confess 

 

● Our mission is to help people bow willingly now before they are compelled to later. 

● Our lives and words should point people to the lordship of Christ. 

 

Application Point: 

Let your life lift up the name of Jesus so that others are drawn to confess Him as Lord. 

 

VI. Living as Witnesses Today: Practical Ways to Reflect 

Philippians 2 

1. Serve Someone You Disagree With – Humility in action. 

2. Forgive Quickly and Freely – A radical witness in a revenge-driven world. 

3. Speak Gently and Listen Well – Reflect the love and patience of Christ. 

4. Practice Unity in the Church – Love each other across preferences and politics. 

5. Share Jesus with Words and Deeds – Don’t just live the Gospel, explain it too. 

 

VII. Conclusion: Will You Take the Low Road of Witness? 

● Jesus changed the world not by climbing up, but by stepping down. 

● Our witness grows when we look like Christ, love like Christ, and live like Christ. 

● The world is watching—what will they learn about Jesus from watching you? 

 

VIII. Closing Prayer 
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Global Mandate | Witnessing to the World 
 

Text: Matthew 28:18-20  

 

I. Introduction: The Call That Defines Our Mission 

● Jesus’ final words to His disciples are not a suggestion, but a commission. 

● This passage is not just about missionaries or pastors—it's about every believer's 

responsibility to witness to the world. 

● We are not just saved from sin, but saved for a mission. 

 

II. The Power Behind the Mission: Christ’s Authority (v. 18) 

 
A. “All Authority… Has Been Given to Me” 

 

● Jesus is not speaking as a teacher or prophet—but as King and Lord. 

● His authority spans heaven and earth—this gives us confidence and urgency. 

 

B. We Witness Under Christ’s Sovereignty 

 

● We go into the world not in our own strength, but under the power of the risen Christ. 

 
Application Point: 

You don’t need to be eloquent or perfect—you need to be sent and submitted to Jesus’ 

authority. 

 

III. The Scope of the Mission: All Nations (v. 19a) 

 
A. “Go and Make Disciples of All Nations” 

 

● “Go” implies intentionality—whether across the street or across the globe. 

● This mission is global in scale, personal in application. 

● It’s not just about decisions—it’s about discipleship. 
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B. Witnessing Involves Movement 

 

● Jesus doesn’t say “stay and wait”—He says go. 

● This includes our neighbors, workplaces, schools, and unreached people groups. 

 

Application Point: 

Where is Jesus calling you to go—physically, digitally, relationally—to witness for Him? 

 

IV. The Heart of the Mission: Making Disciples (vv. 19b–20a) 

 
A. “Baptizing Them…” 

 

● Baptism is an outward sign of inward transformation. 

● Our witness should lead people to identify publicly with Jesus. 

 

B. “Teaching Them to Obey…” 

 

● Discipleship isn’t just information—it’s life transformation. 

● Witnessing means walking with people long enough to see them grow in obedience. 

 

C. Disciple-Making Is a Process 

 

● We are not just called to “get people saved” but to invest in them spiritually. 

 
Application Point: 

True witnessing is long-term, relational, and obedience-focused. 

 

V. The Promise That Sustains the Mission: Christ’s Presence (v. 

20b) 

A. “Surely I Am With You Always” 

 

● Jesus doesn’t send us alone—He promises to go with us. 

● His Spirit empowers us to witness with boldness and compassion (Acts 1:8). 

 

B. To the End of the Age 
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● This mission will not end until Jesus returns. 

● The Church’s role is not to retreat from the world, but to reach it until the end. 

 
Application Point: 

You are never alone in your witness. Jesus is with you every step, every conversation, every act 

of love. 

 

VI. Practical Ways to Witness to the World 

1. Live the Gospel – Let your life reflect Jesus in integrity, love, and service. 

2. Speak the Gospel – Share clearly about who Jesus is and what He’s done. 

3. Pray for the Lost – Intercede for friends, family, and unreached nations. 

4. Invite Others In – To your home, your church, your story—create space for 

connection. 

5. Support Global Missions – Through giving, going, or sending. 

6. Disciple One Person at a Time – Who are you helping grow in Christ? 

 

VII. Conclusion: Will You Go and Tell? 

● The Great Commission is not just a church program—it is the heartbeat of every 

follower of Christ. 

● You were saved to serve, changed to go, and empowered to witness. 

● The world needs Jesus—and Jesus has sent you. 

 

VIII. Closing Prayer 
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Our Witnessing Mission | Witnessing to the 

World 
 

Text: Acts 1:1-11  

 

I. Introduction: The Last Words of Jesus 

● Last words matter—Jesus’ final words before His ascension define the ongoing mission 

of the Church. 

● Acts 1 bridges the resurrection and the birth of the Church, anchoring us in what it 

means to be His witnesses. 

● The mission Jesus started in the Gospels continues through us today. 

 

II. The Certainty of Christ’s Mission (vv. 1–3) 

 
A. Luke’s Second Volume (v. 1) 

 

● Acts continues what Jesus “began to do and teach”—His work isn’t finished. 

● The Church continues Jesus' mission by the Spirit. 

 

B. Proofs of the Resurrection (v. 3) 

 

● The disciples witnessed the risen Jesus over 40 days—fueling their boldness. 

● Our witness is grounded in the truth of the resurrection. 

 

Application Point: 

We don’t witness based on ideas or feelings—we witness to a risen and reigning Christ. 

 

III. The Priority of God’s Kingdom (vv. 4–7) 

 
A. Jesus' Focus: The Kingdom of God 

 

● The disciples were still thinking about earthly kingdoms (v. 6). 

● Jesus redirects them to a spiritual mission: witnessing to all people. 
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B. Waiting for the Holy Spirit (v. 4) 

 

● Jesus doesn’t send them out alone—He tells them to wait for divine power. 

● Witnessing is not done in human effort but Spirit-empowered obedience. 

 

Application Point: 

Don’t rush into ministry or witnessing without first being filled with God’s power. 

 

IV. The Power for the Mission: The Holy Spirit (v. 8a) 

 
A. “You Will Receive Power…” 

 

● The Holy Spirit gives us courage, clarity, and conviction to share Jesus boldly. 

● He also enables us to live lives that reflect Christ. 

 

B. Not Just an Experience, But Empowerment 

 

● The Spirit’s primary purpose in Acts is to empower the Church for mission. 

 
Application Point: 

We need the Spirit daily—not just for spiritual gifts, but for bold Gospel witness. 

 

V. The Pattern of Our Witness: Jerusalem to the Ends of the 

Earth (v. 8b) 

A. A Ripple Effect of the Gospel 

 

● Starts local: Jerusalem (home) 

● Spreads regional: Judea and Samaria (neighbors and outsiders) 

● Goes global: Ends of the earth 

 

B. Every Believer Has a Part 

 

● This is not just for apostles or pastors—it’s for every Spirit-filled Christian. 

● We are all called to be everyday witnesses of Jesus. 
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Application Point: 

Where is your “Jerusalem”? Who is your “Samaria”? What does your “end of the earth” look 

like? 

 

VI. The Promise of Christ’s Return (vv. 9–11) 

 
A. Jesus Ascended—and Will Return (v. 11) 

 

● The angels remind the disciples that Jesus is coming again. 

● Until then, we are to stay focused on the mission, not gazing at the sky. 

 

B. We Live Between Ascension and Return 

 

● This is the age of witness—our time to shine as lights in a dark world. 

 

Application Point: 

Live with urgency— What are you doing to declare Your Kingdom come, Your will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven? 

 

VII. Living as a Witness Today 

1. Share Your Story – People relate to personal transformation. 

2. Live with Integrity – Let your life confirm your message. 

3. Pray for Boldness – The early church constantly prayed for courage (Acts 4:29). 

4. Reach Across Barriers – Just like the Gospel moved into Samaria, cross cultural, social, 

and racial lines. 

5. Support Global Missions – Give, pray, and go to make Jesus known around the world. 

 

VIII. Conclusion: Our Mission is Clear 

● The mission didn’t end with Acts—it continues through you and me. 

● We are not just attendees of the church—we are ambassadors of Christ. 

● The Holy Spirit has been given, the Gospel is true, and the time is now. 
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IX. Closing Prayer 
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Serving Compassionately 
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Love in Action | Serving 

Compassionately 
 

Text: Romans 12:9-21 | 

 

I. Introduction: The Heart of Gospel-Centered Service 

● Paul moves from theology (Romans 1–11) to practical Christian living in chapter 12. 

● This section is a blueprint for authentic Christian love and service. 

● Serving compassionately isn’t about checking boxes—it’s about genuinely living out the 

love of Christ. 

● These verses show us what it looks like to serve with both heart and hands. 

 

II. Love Must Be Sincere (v. 9) 

 
A. Compassion Begins with Authenticity 

 

● "Love must be sincere" – no hypocrisy or performance. 

● Compassionate service flows from genuine love, not obligation. 

 

B. Hate What Is Evil; Cling to What Is Good 

 

● Compassion also involves moral discernment—loving what reflects God's heart. 

 

Application Point: 

Don’t serve out of guilt or for attention. Serve from a heart transformed by real love. 

 

III. Serve with Honor, Passion, and Joy (vv. 10–12) 

 
A. Honor Others Above Yourself 

 

● Put others first—not just in action but in attitude. 

 

B. Keep Your Spiritual Fervor 
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● Don’t let compassion grow cold—stay fueled by the Holy Spirit. 

 

C. Be Joyful, Patient, and Faithful 

 

● Even in hard seasons, serve with hope, wait with patience, and pray persistently. 

 

Application Point: 

Compassionate service thrives when we stay connected to God’s power, not just our own 

strength. 

 

IV. Share with Those in Need (v. 13) 

 
A. Practice Hospitality 

 

● "Share" implies intentional generosity. 

● Hospitality isn’t just opening your home—it’s opening your life. 

 

Application Point: 

Serving compassionately means being available, generous, and openhearted, especially toward 

strangers. 

 

V. Bless, Don’t Curse (v. 14) 

 
A. Respond to Persecution with Grace 

 

● Blessing those who hurt us is a high call of compassionate service. 

 

B. Be a Voice of Peace 

 

● Even when wronged, choose blessing over bitterness. 

 

Application Point: 

Serving like Jesus means loving people who are hard to love. 

 

VI. Walk With Others in Their Joy and Pain (v. 15) 
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A. Empathy Is Essential 

 

● Rejoice with the joyful, weep with the mourning. 

● True compassion requires emotional presence, not just physical help. 

 

Application Point: 

Be the kind of servant who feels what others feel—that’s the path to real connection and 

healing. 

 

VII. Live in Harmony and Humility (v. 16) 

 
A. Avoid Pride and Division 

 

● Compassionate service flourishes in humility and unity. 

● Don’t be too proud to serve anyone, anywhere. 

 

Application Point: 

Christlike service doesn’t elevate itself—it stoops to wash feet. 

 

VIII. Respond to Evil with Good (vv. 17–21) 

 
A. Don’t Repay Evil for Evil 

 

● Our compassion must extend even to those who treat us unfairly. 

● “Do what is right in the eyes of everyone”—a reputation for grace and goodness 

matters. 

B. Live at Peace (if possible) 

 

● Sometimes peace isn’t possible—but do everything you can to promote it. 

 

C. Leave Justice to God (v. 19) 

 

● Trust God to make things right; don’t take revenge. 

 

D. Overcome Evil with Good 
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● Serving compassionately is a form of spiritual resistance—it defeats hate, cruelty, and 

indifference. 

Application Point: 

The greatest victory in spiritual life is to repay hatred with Christlike compassion. 

 

IX. Conclusion: Love in Action Is the Mark of a Christ-Follower 

● Romans 12:9–21 calls us to radical, practical, daily compassion. 

● True spiritual maturity is shown not in words but in how we love and serve others. 

● Let your life be a living sermon: “Love must be sincere. Serve the Lord. Overcome evil 

with good.” 

 

X. Closing Prayer 
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Serving the Least | Serving Compassionately 
 

Text: Matthew 25:31-46  

 

I. Introduction: The Final Test of True Faith 

● Begin with the setting: Jesus describes the final judgment, where all people will be 

separated like sheep and goats. 

● This is not just a parable—it is a prophetic vision of the end. 

● The striking message: what you do for the least, you are doing to Christ Himself. 

● The emphasis is clear: real faith is expressed through compassionate service. 

 

II. The Scene of Judgment: Christ the King (v. 31–33) 

 
A. Jesus as King and Judge 

 

● Jesus returns in glory and authority, sitting on His glorious throne. 

● This reveals that compassion isn’t just a “nice option”—it’s a kingdom priority. 

 

B. Separation Based on Action 

 

● People are separated not by religious affiliation or appearance, but by how they 

responded to human need. 

Application Point: 

In the end, what matters to Jesus is not only what we believed, but how our belief led to loving 

action. 

 

III. The Sheep: Those Who Served Compassionately (v. 34–40) 

 
A. Welcomed into the Kingdom 



 

Brethren in Christ U.S.  

Compelling Worship | bicus.org/compelling-worship 

84 

● The King blesses the “sheep” and invites them into the inheritance prepared since 

creation. 

● Why? Because they served others in everyday, tangible ways. 

 

B. Six Simple Acts of Compassion 

 

1. Gave food to the hungry 

2. Gave drink to the thirsty 

3. Welcomed the stranger 

4. Clothed the naked 

5. Cared for the sick 

6. Visited the imprisoned 

 

C. The Surprise of the Righteous 

 

● They didn’t even realize they were serving Jesus—they were simply responding to need. 

 

Application Point: 

Serving compassionately is not about recognition—it’s about reflecting the heart of Christ in 

everyday life. 

 

IV. The Principle: Serving the Least is Serving the Lord (v. 40) 

 
A. The “Least of These” 

 

● Jesus identifies with the vulnerable, marginalized, and overlooked. 

● When we serve the hurting, we are ministering directly to Christ Himself. 

 

B. Compassion Is the Measure of Christlikeness 

 

● This verse reveals the intimacy Christ has with the suffering. 

● He takes personally how we treat the needy, rejected, and forgotten. 

 

Application Point: 

Ask daily: “Lord, where can I serve You by serving someone else today?” 
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V. The Goats: Those Who Ignored Compassion (v. 41–45) 

 
A. The Tragic Reversal 

 

● The “goats” are sent away—not because they did wrong things, but because they did 

nothing. 

● Their sin was indifference, not active rebellion. 

 

B. Missed Opportunities to Serve 

 

● They failed to see Jesus in the face of the poor, the sick, the imprisoned. 

● They lived lives of religious detachment, not gospel-driven compassion. 

 

Application Point: 

Ignoring the needs of others is ignoring Christ. Inaction is not neutral—it’s rejection. 

 

VI. The Eternal Consequence (v. 46) 

 
A. Two Destinies 

 

● The sheep go into eternal life; the goats into eternal punishment. 

● Compassionate service is evidence of genuine faith, not a replacement for it. 

 

B. Our Choices Echo in Eternity 

 

● Every act of mercy echoes far beyond the moment—it matters to God and lasts forever. 

 

Application Point: 

What you do in love today has eternal significance tomorrow. 

 

VII. How to Serve Compassionately 

 
A. Open Your Eyes to the Needs Around You 

 

● Hunger, homelessness, mental illness, loneliness, addiction, incarceration. 

● Ask: “Who is the least of these in my life today?” 
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B. Start with Small Acts of Faithful Love 

 

● A meal, a visit, a kind word, a helping hand. 

● Simple compassion reflects the profound mercy of Jesus. 

 

C. Serve Without Expecting Repayment 

 

● True compassion isn't transactional. It flows from gratitude to God, not obligation to 

others. 

 

VIII. Conclusion: Make Your Faith Visible 

● In this passage, Jesus reminds us that serving others is serving Him. 

● Let your life say: “I saw Christ in need—and I responded with love.” 

● Don’t wait for a “big calling”—every act of mercy is an encounter with Jesus. 

 

IX. Closing Prayer 



 

Brethren in Christ U.S.  

Compelling Worship | bicus.org/compelling-worship 

87 

Towel and Basin | Serving Compassionately 
 

Text: John 13:1-17 

 

I. Introduction: A Love That Stoops 

● Context: Jesus is about to go to the cross. Instead of withdrawing, He draws near—to 

serve. 

● He doesn’t teach a final parable, or preach a farewell sermon. He washes feet. 

● This moment redefines power, love, and leadership. 

● The message: Compassionate service is at the core of following Christ. 

 

II. Jesus' Identity Fuels His Humility (vv. 1–3) 

 
A. He Knew His Time Had Come (v. 1) 

 

● Jesus is fully aware that He is on the brink of betrayal and crucifixion. 

● Yet His focus is on loving His disciples: “He loved them to the end” (v. 1b). 

 

B. He Knew His Authority and Origin (v. 3) 

 

● Jesus, fully secure in His identity, takes the role of a servant. 

● Humility in service isn’t weakness—it flows from strength and security in God. 

 

Application Point: 

You serve compassionately not to prove something, but because you know who you are in 

Christ. 

 

III. Jesus Takes the Position of a Servant (vv. 4–5) 

 
A. He Took Off His Outer Clothing 

 

● Symbolically laying aside His status to take the form of a servant (Phil. 2:7). 
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● He physically lowers Himself to meet a need no one else wanted to touch. 

 

B. He Washed Their Feet 

 

● Foot washing was reserved for the lowest of servants. 

● Jesus shows us that no task is beneath us when love is our motive. 

 

Application Point: 

Compassionate service means being willing to get low, get messy, and meet needs personally. 

 

IV. Peter’s Resistance: A Lesson in Receiving Grace (vv. 6–10) 

 
A. Peter Objects (v. 6) 

 

● Peter says, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” – his pride resists grace. 

 

B. Jesus Says: You Must Let Me Serve You 

 

● To serve compassionately, we must first let Jesus serve and cleanse us. 

● Jesus isn’t just teaching humility—He’s offering spiritual cleansing (v. 10). 

 

Application Point: 

Before you serve others compassionately, let Jesus serve and change your heart. 

 

V. The Call to Follow His Example (vv. 12–15) 

 
A. Jesus Explains His Actions 

 

● He asks, “Do you understand what I have done for you?” (v. 12). 

● The answer is not merely intellectual—it’s transformational. 

 

B. “You Also Should Wash One Another’s Feet” 

 

● The directive is clear: go and do likewise. 

● Serving compassionately is not optional for disciples—it’s our calling. 
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Application Point: 

Jesus didn’t just perform a humble act—He established a way of life. 

 

VI. A Promise of Blessing (v. 17) 

 
A. “Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” 

 

● The blessing doesn’t come from knowing about compassion—it comes from living it. 

● Obedience brings joy, growth, and God's favor. 

 

Application Point: 

Compassionate service brings joy—to those who receive and to those who give. 

 

VII. What Compassionate Service Looks Like Today 

1. Loving beyond comfort – Caring for people others avoid. 

2. Meeting practical needs – Meals, visits, help for the struggling. 

3. Serving with dignity – Not as a savior, but as a brother or sister. 

4. Being present – Sometimes the most powerful service is being there. 

5. Forgiving and extending grace – Like Jesus, even toward those who fail you (Judas was 

present!). 

 

VIII. Conclusion: Take Up the Towel 

● In the kingdom of God, greatness is measured not by titles but by towels. 

● Compassionate service is not a side activity—it’s the mark of a true disciple. 

● Jesus served those who would deny and betray Him—how much more should we serve 

others in love? 

 

IX. Closing Prayer 
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Pursuing Peace 
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Christ Our Peace | Pursuing Peace 
 

Text: Ephesians 2:11-22  

 

I. Introduction: Peace That Breaks Down Walls 

● Open with the reality of division in today’s world: racism, nationalism, tribalism, 

denominationalism, and personal conflict. 

● Paul writes to a divided community: Jews and Gentiles—groups with a long history of 

mistrust. 

● Jesus didn’t come just to bring peace—He Himself is our peace (v.14). 

● In Christ, we find a peace that reconciles, unifies, and transforms. 

 

II. Remember Who You Were Without Christ (vv. 11–12) 

 
A. Gentiles Excluded from God's Promises 

 

● “Without hope and without God in the world” – alienated spiritually and relationally. 

● Deep hostility existed between Jew and Gentile—barriers of race, religion, and law. 

 

B. Peace Starts with Remembering Grace 

 

● Before peace can be pursued, it must be understood: we were all once outsiders. 

 

Application Point: 

You cannot become a peacemaker until you remember you were once in need of peace yourself. 

 

III. Christ Brings Near Those Who Were Far (v. 13) 

 
A. Reconciliation Through the Cross 

 

● The blood of Christ breaks the distance—between us and God, and between each 

other. 
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● Jesus doesn’t just invite us into peace—He draws us near by His sacrifice. 

 

B. No One Is Too Far 

 

● The gospel is inclusive: all are invited, and no earthly barrier can stand before His grace. 

 

Application Point: 

Pursue peace with others by remembering how Christ pursued peace with you. 

 

IV. Christ Is Our Peace, Who Destroys Hostility (vv. 14–16) 

 
A. He Himself Is Our Peace 

 

● Peace is more than just a concept—it is embodied in a person. Jesus embodied peace 

and made it possible. 

B. Breaking Down the “Dividing Wall” 

 

● Paul refers to the literal and symbolic wall in the temple separating Gentiles. 

● In Christ, those walls are demolished—hostility is crucified. 

 

C. One New Humanity 

 

● Jesus didn’t merge cultures—He created something new: a people defined by grace, not 

background. 

Application Point: 

Peace is not avoiding difference, but creating unity in Christ despite difference. 

 

V. Reconciliation Is Both Vertical and Horizontal (v. 16) 

 
A. Peace with God and with Others 

 

● The cross reconciles us to God and to each other—you cannot have one without the 

other. 

B. Peace Through the Cross 
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● The place of violence (the cross) becomes the place of ultimate peace—a divine paradox. 

 

Application Point: 

If you’re pursuing peace with God, you must also pursue peace with people. 

 

VI. We All Have Equal Access (v. 18) 

 
A. One Spirit, One Father 

 

● Through Christ, both Jew and Gentile (all people groups) have access to the same God. 

● No one is closer or more privileged—this truth levels the ground at the cross. 

 

Application Point: 

Peace flourishes where equality and mutual access are acknowledged and protected. 

 

VII. We Are Citizens, Family, and a Dwelling for God (vv. 19–22) 

 
A. From Foreigners to Family 

 

● In Christ, we are no longer outsiders—but citizens of a new kingdom and members of 

God’s household. 

B. Built Together to Be a Temple 

 

● The peace of Christ builds a unified structure, not isolated stones. 

● Each believer is part of a holy temple—a place where God dwells by His Spirit. 

 

Application Point: 

Peace is not a personal luxury—it’s a communal mission. We are built together, not separately. 

 

VIII. Practical Ways to Pursue Peace 

1. Tear down dividing walls—racial, denominational, political, relational. 

2. Forgive those who hurt you—peace begins with grace. 

3. Build bridges with outsiders—welcome the lonely, the forgotten, and the marginalized. 

4. Speak peace into conflict—in your workplace, home, church. 
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5. Live as a reconciler—your life should reflect the message of the Cross. 

 

IX. Conclusion: Become What You’ve Received 

● Jesus is not only your Savior—He is your Peace. 

● If Christ has made peace for you, let your life be a temple where peace is practiced and 

proclaimed. 

● We live in a world desperate for healing. The Church must show what true peace looks 

like: forgiveness, unity, and love across every barrier. 

 

X. Closing Prayer 
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Peace in a Hostile World | Pursuing Peace 
 

Text: Luke 6:27-36  

 

I. Introduction: Peace That Goes Beyond Comfort 

● Open with the challenge: What does pursuing peace really look like when people hurt 

you? 

● In a divided, reactive world, Jesus' words sound radical and uncomfortable, yet they 

define the way of the kingdom. 

● Jesus calls us to live in a countercultural peace that reaches even our enemies. 

 

II. Love Your Enemies (v. 27–28) 

 
A. A Higher Standard of Love 

 

● Not natural love for those who love us—but supernatural love for those who oppose or 

harm us. 

● This is active peace—not avoiding conflict but choosing goodness over retaliation. 

 

B. Three Commands for Peaceful Engagement: 

 

1. Do good to those who hate you. 

2. Bless those who curse you. 

3. Pray for those who mistreat you. 

 

Application Point: 

Pursuing peace starts with a change in posture—from defense and offense to grace and 

intercession. 

 

III. Responding with Grace, Not Revenge (v. 29–30) 

 
A. Turn the Other Cheek 
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● Jesus is not endorsing being passive or weak, but resisting retaliation. 

● Peace doesn’t come by returning harm for harm, but by disarming hostility with mercy. 

 

B. Radical Generosity and Surrender 

 

● Giving more than what’s taken: a picture of openhanded, Christ-like living. 

 

Application Point: 

Peace is not preserved by control—it is offered freely through self-sacrificial love. 

 

IV. The Golden Rule Reimagined (v. 31) 

 
A. “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 

 

● Jesus flips the cultural ethic of “do as others have done to you”. 

● This is not about fairness; it's about spiritual maturity. 

 

Application Point: 

Peace is pursued not by mirroring others, but by modeling Christ—treating others how He 

treated us. 

 

V. A Distinctive Love That Defines God's People (v. 32–34) 

 
A. Beyond Reciprocal Kindness 

 

● Loving the lovable or giving to those who repay you is commonplace—even unbelievers 

do that. 

● Jesus calls for a distinctive peace that goes beyond social norms. 

 

B. Peace as Witness 

 

● Our peace-filled responses reveal our true spiritual identity—and point others to the 

Gospel. 
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Application Point: 

We don't pursue peace just to avoid conflict—we do it to show the world what God's love looks 

like. 

 

VI. Be Merciful, Like Your Father (v. 35–36) 

 
A. Love, Do Good, Lend—Expecting Nothing Back 

 

● True peace doesn't demand payback—it gives, regardless of the return. 

● It trusts God with the outcome. 

 

B. “Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High.” 

 

● Living in peace reflects our family resemblance to God. 

● God is kind even to the ungrateful and wicked—so should we be. 

 

C. Peace Is a Fruit of Mercy 

 

● Mercy is peace in action—offering kindness where it isn’t deserved. 

 

Application Point: 

To pursue peace, imitate your Father: be merciful, generous, and kind—even when others 

aren’t. 

 

VII. Practical Steps for Pursuing Peace 

1. Pray daily for those who offend or hurt you—prayer softens both hearts. 

2. Initiate peace—take the first step, even when you’re not at fault. 

3. Practice radical generosity—time, attention, forgiveness, possessions. 

4. Control your tongue—bless instead of curse, even when provoked. 

5. Trust God for justice—He sees, knows, and will reward what is done in love. 

 

VIII. Conclusion: A Peace That Looks Like Jesus 

● Jesus didn't just preach this message—He lived it. 
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● On the cross, He loved His enemies, forgave those who hurt Him, and offered peace to 

the world. 

● When we pursue peace in this way, we become living testimonies of His mercy. 

 

IX. Closing Prayer 
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The Harmony of Christ | Pursuing Peace 
 

Text: Colossians 3:12-17 

 

I. Introduction: A World in Need of Peace 

● Begin by acknowledging the deep craving for peace in today’s world—within ourselves, 

in our relationships, and among nations. 

● True peace is more than the absence of conflict; it is the presence of Christ's character in 

us. 

● In Colossians 3, Paul teaches how those raised with Christ should live in community 

and embody His peace. 

 

II. Our Identity Shapes Our Peace (v. 12) 

 
A. “God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved” 

 

● Paul starts with who we are—not what we must do. 

● Peace begins with knowing that we are chosen, set apart, and loved by God. 

 

B. We pursue peace from acceptance, not for acceptance 

 

● Our motivation to live peacefully flows from being rooted in divine love, not religious 

obligation. 

Application Point: 

If you forget your identity in Christ, you’ll fight for worth instead of living from peace. 

 

III. Clothe Yourselves with Christlike Virtues (v. 12–13) 

 
A. Put on: Compassion, Kindness, Humility, Gentleness, and Patience 

 

● These are relational virtues that actively create and preserve peace. 
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● Peace is not passive—it requires being clothed in these qualities daily, like choosing your 

outfit. 

B. Bear with each other and forgive 

 

● Pursuing peace means enduring differences and offering forgiveness, just as Christ did 

for us. 

● No peace will last in community without the habit of grace. 

 

Application Point: 

Peace in community is maintained when people carry one another’s weaknesses and forgive 

freely. 

 

IV. Love Binds Everything in Perfect Unity (v. 14) 

 
A. Love is the overcoat 

 

● While each virtue matters, love binds them all together—the outer garment that 

completes the outfit. 

● Love is the fuel that makes peace sustainable. 

 

B. Love is the peacekeeper’s priority 

 

● Without love, even kindness becomes cold and forgiveness becomes reluctant. 

 

Application Point: 

If peace is the goal, love must be the method. 

 

V. Let the Peace of Christ Rule (v. 15) 

 
A. Let peace be your referee 

 

● “Rule” = act as umpire, decision-maker, arbiter. 

● Let Christ’s peace decide how you react, how you speak, when to stay silent, and when 

to reconcile. 



 

Brethren in Christ U.S.  

Compelling Worship | bicus.org/compelling-worship 

101 

B. Peace is communal, not just personal 

 

● “As members of one body…” – peace in the church means choosing unity over division. 

 

Application Point: 

Before reacting, ask: What would peace look like here? What would Christ's peace decide? 

 

VI. Be Thankful (v. 15b, v. 17) 

 
A. Gratitude guards peace 

 

● A thankful heart resists entitlement, comparison, and bitterness—peace’s biggest 

enemies. 

● Repetition of gratitude (vs. 15 and 17) shows it’s central to the peace-filled life. 

 

Application Point: 

Gratitude is a powerful antidote to anxiety and conflict. A thankful heart makes space for 

peace. 

 

VII. Let Christ’s Word and Worship Fill You (v. 16) 

 
A. The Word builds peace within 

 

● As we saturate ourselves with Scripture, we’re shaped to live more like 

Christ—peaceful, wise, and gracious. 

B. Worship reinforces peace 

 

● Singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude helps us realign our hearts, 

especially in tense seasons. 

Application Point: 

Let God’s Word and worship dwell in you richly, so peace overflows naturally. 

 

VIII. Do Everything in Jesus’ Name (v. 17) 
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A. All life is sacred and missional 

 

● Living in the name of Jesus means reflecting His character in every interaction. 

● Peace becomes a lifestyle, not just a Sunday sermon. 

 

B. Peace as a lifestyle, not just a prayer 

 

● The world needs more than people who talk peace—it needs people who walk peace. 

 

Application Point: 

Let your words, choices, and responses reflect the Prince of Peace in everything you do. 

 

IX. Conclusion: Pursue Peace Like Christ 

● True peace is not found in retreat, control, or silence—it’s found in Christ and actively 

lived out. 

● You were chosen, loved, and called to wear peace like a garment, held together by love, 

ruled by Christ. 

● Ask yourself: What area of my life needs Christ’s peace to rule? Where am I being called 

to be a peacemaker? 

 

X. Closing Prayer 
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Living Simply 
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Freedom of Living Simply | Living Simply 
 

Text: 1 Timothy 6:6-10  

 

I. Introduction: The High Cost of More 

● Begin with a question: How much is enough? 

● We live in a culture that constantly pushes more—more success, more possessions, 

more comfort. 

● But the Bible calls us to something radically different: simple, godly contentment. 

● This passage contrasts spiritual richness with material obsession, warning of the dangers 

of misplaced desires. 

 

II. Godliness + Contentment = True Gain (v. 6) 

 
A. Redefining Wealth 

 

● “Godliness with contentment is great gain.” 

● The world says gain = more possessions; Paul says gain = godly character + inner peace. 

 

B. Godliness: Living in Reverence Toward God 

 

● True godliness seeks God’s approval, not worldly accumulation. 

● Godliness without contentment leads to frustration; contentment without godliness 

can lead to complacency. 

C. Contentment: The Soul at Rest 

 

● Contentment is being satisfied with what God provides and trusting Him for what you 

don’t have. 
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Application Point: 

Real wealth is not measured by your bank account but by your spiritual peace and moral 

integrity. 

 

III. You Can’t Take It With You (v. 7) 

 
A. “We brought nothing… and we cannot take anything out of the world.” 

 

● A clear reminder of life’s brevity and the temporary nature of possessions. 

● This echoes Job 1:21: “Naked I came… naked I shall return.” 

 
B. Living for Eternity 

 

● When we grasp that we leave everything behind, we are freed to live simply and invest in 

eternal things. 

Application Point: 

Live as if this world is temporary—because it is. Use things without being used by them. 

 

IV. Be Content with the Basics (v. 8) 

 
A. “If we have food and clothing, with these we will be content.” 

 

● Paul sets a surprisingly low bar for contentment: basic needs. 

● Simplicity begins with gratitude for the essentials. 

 

B. The Discipline of Enough 

 

● Ask: What do I truly need to live well before God? 

● Living simply doesn’t mean rejecting all possessions, but refusing to be enslaved by 

them. 

Application Point: 

Simplicity isn’t about what you don’t have—it’s about appreciating and using what you do 

have wisely. 
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V. The Danger of the Desire to Get Rich (v. 9) 

 
A. “Those who desire to be rich…” 

 

● Paul is not condemning wealth itself but the desire to be rich—a consuming craving 

that drives people to ruin. 

B. The Progression of Destruction 

 

● Temptation → trap → harmful desires → ruin and destruction. 

● Chasing wealth can lead to moral compromise, spiritual decay, and relational damage. 

 

C. The Snare of Always Wanting More 

 

● The desire for wealth often steals peace, distorts priorities, and destroys simplicity. 

 

Application Point: 

A heart focused on riches is a heart distracted from righteousness. Simplicity requires guarding 

your desires. 

 

VI. The Love of Money and Its Consequences (v. 10) 

 
A. “The love of money is a root of all kinds of evils.” 

 

● Money isn’t evil—but loving it is. 

● This love is a root—it silently nourishes pride, greed, dishonesty, and selfishness. 

 

B. Wandering from the Faith 

 

● Some have abandoned their faith in the pursuit of wealth. 

● Simplicity keeps you grounded; greed drives you away. 

 

C. Piercing Themselves with Many Sorrows 

 

● Unchecked desires bring self-inflicted pain—financial stress, broken relationships, and 

spiritual emptiness. 
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Application Point: 

When money becomes your master, sorrow becomes your companion. Simplicity sets your 

soul free. 

 

VII. Living Simply in a Complex World: Practical Steps 

1. Practice Gratitude Daily – Learn to say, “This is enough, thank You, Lord.” 

2. Resist the Comparison Trap – Don’t measure your life by what others own or post. 

3. Tithe and Give Generously – Giving breaks the grip of greed and trains the heart for 

simplicity. 

4. Declutter Your Life – Remove excess to make room for what truly matters. 

5. Focus on Eternal Investments – Relationships, discipleship, serving others, spiritual 

growth. 

 

VIII. Conclusion: Choose Contentment, Choose Freedom 

● Paul challenges us to redefine success: not by riches, but by godliness and peace. 

● Simplicity is not about poverty—it’s about priority. 

● You already have what you need to live a full, peaceful, godly life—because you have 

Christ. 

 

IX. Closing Prayer 
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The Secret of Simplicity | Living Simply 
 

Text: Philippians 4:10-13  

 

I. Introduction: Simplicity in a World of Excess 

● Begin with a reflection on our culture of materialism, constant upgrading, and 

discontent. 

● Ask: Can we truly be satisfied with less? Can we find peace without plenty? 

● Paul gives us insight into the spiritual practice of simplicity, grounded in contentment 

and dependence on Christ. 

 

II. Paul’s Joy Is in the Lord, Not in Things (v. 10) 

 
A. Gratitude for Provision 

 

● Paul thanks the Philippians for their renewed support, but his joy is ultimately in the 

Lord, not in material aid. 

● “You were indeed concerned, but you had no opportunity.” – He acknowledges their heart 

before their help. 

B. Contentment Before Comfort 

 

● Paul's gratitude isn’t rooted in finally getting help—but in knowing God’s faithfulness 

through others. 

Application Point: 

Live simply by rejoicing in the Giver, not just the gifts. God—not stuff—should be the source 

of our joy. 

 

III. Contentment Is Learned, Not Automatic (v. 11–12) 

 
A. Paul’s Personal Testimony 
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● “I have learned…” — Contentment is a spiritual skill, not a natural trait. 

● He didn’t get it instantly—it was developed through trials, seasons, and experience. 

 

B. Contentment in All Circumstances 

 

● “Whatever situation I am…” – Paul had been both in lack and in abundance. 

● Whether living with much or little, Paul had found a constant peace. 

 

C. The Simplicity of the Soul 

 

● Simplicity is not about minimalism alone—it’s about an internal rest, regardless of 

external resources. 

● “I have learned the secret…” – Paul unveils the mystery of a heart that isn’t owned by 

possessions. 

Application Point: 

True simplicity begins when your circumstances no longer control your contentment. 

 

IV. Christ Is the Source of Strength (v. 13) 

 
A. “I Can Do All Things” – In Context 

 

● This verse is often misused to imply superhuman power. 

● In context, it means Paul can endure and be content in any situation, because Christ 

strengthens him. 

B. Living Simply Requires Spiritual Strength 

 

● It takes supernatural strength to be content in a culture that constantly tells you “you 

need more.” 

● Christ empowers us to live freely from comparison, materialism, and anxiety. 

 

C. Sufficiency in Christ 

 

● Paul is not dependent on a fluctuating economy or human generosity—his source is 

unchanging. 
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Application Point: 

When Christ is enough for you, you will need less to feel full. 

 

V. Principles of Simple Living from Paul’s Example 

1. Gratitude Over Greed – Rejoice in what you have, not in what you lack. 

2. Contentment Over Consumption – Learn to live within your means, rather than 

beyond them. 

3. Trust Over Tension – Rely on God's provision instead of striving for more. 

4. Strength Over Stuff – Rely on Christ for internal strength instead of external 

possessions. 

 

VI. Practical Ways to Embrace Simple Living 

● Declutter your life – Physically and spiritually. Ask: Do I really need this? 

● Budget and live within your means – Financial peace often begins with spiritual 

priorities. 

● Limit comparison – Social media often fuels discontent. 

● Practice generosity – Simplicity creates space to bless others. 

● Invest in eternal things – People, purpose, and God’s kingdom. 

 

VII. Conclusion: Learning the Secret 

● Paul says: “I have learned the secret…” — and now it's your turn. 

● Simplicity isn’t about poverty or wealth—it’s about being rooted in Christ no matter 

what. 

● You can have peace in scarcity and humility in abundance when Jesus is your strength. 

 

VIII. Closing Prayer 
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What You Treasure | Living Simply 
 

Text: Matthew 6:19-24  

 

I. Introduction: Simplicity Starts with What You Treasure 

● Open with a reflection on our attachment to material things—the urge to upgrade, 

collect, and protect. 

● In this portion of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus challenges us to evaluate where our 

treasure lies. 

● Simple living begins with a heart rightly oriented toward eternal values—not earthly 

possessions. 

 

II. Do Not Store Up Earthly Treasures (v. 19) 

 
A. Temporary Nature of Earthly Wealth 

 

● Earthly treasures are perishable and insecure: subject to moths, rust, and theft. 

● Examples: electronics break, cars depreciate, trends fade, money can be stolen or lost. 

 

B. Living in Fear of Loss 

 

● Accumulating more often leads to stress, fear, and protectionism, not peace. 

● The more you own, the more your heart is tied to things that can disappear. 

 

Application Point: 

When you build your life around things that fade, your peace fades with them. 

 

III. Store Up Treasures in Heaven (v. 20) 

 
A. What Are Heavenly Treasures? 

 

● Acts of generosity, love, compassion, service, obedience, and faithfulness to God. 
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● These are investments that never decay and are secured for eternity. 

 

B. The Simplicity of Eternal Priorities 

 

● Living simply is about investing in what lasts, not in what glitters. 

 

Application Point: 

When you live for eternity, you need far less for today. 

 

IV. Where Your Treasure Is, There Your Heart Will Be Also (v. 21) 

 
A. Your Treasure Shapes Your Desires 

 

● Jesus draws a direct line from your valuables to your values. 

● Whatever you treasure most will guide your decisions, emotions, and direction. 

 

B. The Heart Follows the Investment 

 

● Want to love God more? Invest in His kingdom. 

● Want to be free from materialism? Give more, own less. 

 

Application Point: 

If you want a heart that’s satisfied and free, treasure things that last forever. 

 

V. The Eye Is the Lamp of the Body (v. 22–23) 

 
A. Simplicity Starts with Spiritual Vision 

 

● A “healthy” eye (clear, singular focus) leads to a body full of light—clarity, peace, 

purpose. 

● A “bad” eye (greedy, envious, materialistic) fills the soul with darkness—confusion, 

anxiety, dissatisfaction. 

B. Vision Determines Values 

 

● What are your eyes focused on daily? Ads, comparisons, luxury, or God’s calling? 
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Application Point: 

Simplicity comes when your spiritual vision is focused on God, not the glitter of the world. 

 

VI. You Cannot Serve Both God and Money (v. 24) 

 
A. Divided Loyalty Is Impossible 

 

● The word “serve” implies devotion, worship, and surrender. 

● You cannot give your heart to both a consuming love for wealth and a love for God. 

 

B. Money Is a Good Tool but a Terrible Master 

 

● Money itself isn’t evil—but serving it leads to idolatry. 

● The simple life puts God first, and money in its rightful place: a resource, not a ruler. 

 

Application Point: 

Living simply is about choosing your master: God or greed. 

 

VII. Practical Principles for Living Simply 

1. Evaluate your true treasure – What do you daydream about? Worry about? Work 

endlessly for? 

2. Practice regular generosity – Giving detaches your heart from materialism. 

3. Declutter your life – Simplify your home, calendar, and commitments. 

4. Monitor your media – Guard your eyes from things that fuel comparison and 

discontent. 

5. Build a God-centered budget – Let your spending reflect your spiritual priorities. 

 

VIII. Conclusion: Choose the Treasure That Will Never Fade 

● Jesus calls us to live with eternal clarity, focused devotion, and simplicity of soul. 

● Living simply doesn’t mean living small—it means living wisely, with God as your 

treasure. 

● Choose the light of simplicity over the clutter of materialism, and find freedom for your 

heart. 
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IX. Closing Prayer 
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Relying on God 

 



 

Brethren in Christ U.S.  

Compelling Worship | bicus.org/compelling-worship 

116 

Calm in the Chaos | Relying on God 
 

Text: Mark 4:35–41  

 

I. Introduction: When Life Suddenly Shifts 

● Begin with a story or illustration about unexpected storms (e.g., health, finances, 

relationships). 

● Life can be calm one moment and chaotic the next. 

● This passage reminds us that even in our most terrifying storms, Jesus is still present and 

in control. 

 

II. Jesus Sends Them into the Storm (v. 35–36) 

 
A. Obedience Doesn’t Exclude Storms 

 

● “Let us go across to the other side” — It was Jesus’ idea to cross the lake. 

● The disciples obeyed—and still encountered a storm. 

● Following Jesus doesn’t mean life will always be smooth. 

 

B. Jesus Goes With Them 

 

● “They took him with them in the boat” — His presence was with them from the start. 

● The presence of storms doesn’t mean the absence of God. 

 

Application Point: 

Even when we walk into trials while obeying God, we must remember He goes with us. 

 

III. The Storm Rises, But Jesus Sleeps (v. 37–38) 

 
A. The Storm: Sudden, Severe, and Scary 

 

● “A great windstorm arose” — The Greek implies a violent storm, like a hurricane. 
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● These were experienced fishermen—but even they were terrified. 

 

B. Jesus Asleep in the Chaos 

 

● “He was in the stern, asleep on the cushion” — A symbol of His peace and divine rest. 

● To the disciples, it felt like He didn’t care: “Teacher, do you not care…?” 

 
C. Our Common Cry: ‘God, Don’t You Care?’ 

 

● Share an image of Rembrandt’s painting “Storm on the Sea of Galilee” [an image is 

included in the ‘Art’ portion of the Compelling Worship Resource] 

● When God seems silent, we are tempted to doubt His care and presence. 

● But God's silence is not His absence. His calm is not indifference—it’s authority. 

 

Application Point: 

Relying on God means trusting His heart, even when we don’t understand His timing. 

 

IV. Jesus Speaks: “Peace, Be Still!” (v. 39) 

 
A. Jesus Exercises Authority Over Nature 

 

● He rebukes the wind and sea like a parent silencing a child. 

● Instantly, the wind ceased, and there was “a great calm.” 

 

B. Only Jesus Can Bring True Peace 

 

● The storm outside calmed only when the Lord inside the boat spoke. 

● He doesn’t just calm storms—He commands them. 

 

Application Point: 

The key to peace is not in controlling the storm, but in knowing the One who can. 

 

V. Jesus Questions Their Fear and Faith (v. 40) 

 
A. “Why Are You So Afraid?” 
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● Fear is natural—but Jesus challenges fear that overrides faith. 

● Their fear came not just from the storm, but from forgetting who was in the boat. 

 

B. “Have You Still No Faith?” 

 

● After all they had seen—healings, miracles—they still doubted His care and power. 

● Faith is not just belief in God’s power, but trust in His presence and goodness. 

 

Application Point: 

Relying on God is not the absence of fear, but the presence of faith in the face of fear. 

 

VI. The Disciples’ Awe (v. 41) 

 
A. “Who Then Is This?” 

 

● This question is the climax of the story. 

● Their awe shifted from the storm to the Savior. 

● They realized Jesus was not just a teacher—but the Lord of all creation. 

 

Application Point: 

Sometimes, God allows storms to reveal His true identity to us more clearly. 

 

VII. Final Applications: How to Rely on God in Your Storms 

1. Invite Jesus into your boat – Make sure He’s Lord of your life, not just your 

emergencies. 

2. Remember that His presence doesn’t prevent storms—it overcomes them. 

3. Call on Him honestly – He can handle your cries and questions. 

4. Anchor your faith in His character, not your circumstances. 

5. Shift your focus from the storm to the Savior. 

 

VIII. Conclusion: From Fear to Faith 

● The same Jesus who calmed the sea still calms hearts today. 

● He is not unaware, uncaring, or unable. 
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● No matter how fierce the storm, if Jesus is in your boat, you are safe. 

 

IX. Closing Prayer 
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 Do Not Worry | Relying on God 
 

Text: Matthew 6:25-34  

 

I. Introduction: A Culture of Anxiety 

● Open with statistics or examples about the growing anxiety in today’s world (finances, 

health, future). 

● Ask: What keeps you up at night? 

● Jesus addresses the universal issue of worry, pointing us instead to complete reliance on 

the Father. 

 

II. Jesus’ Call to Freedom from Worry (v. 25–27) 

 
A. “Do Not Be Anxious About Your Life” (v. 25) 

 

● Jesus begins with “Therefore,” linking back to the previous teaching about serving God 

over money (v. 24). 

● Emphasis: You cannot serve both God and worry. 

● Worry questions God’s provision, His goodness, and His priorities. 

 

B. Food and Clothing: Symbols of Basic Needs 

 

● Jesus is not downplaying real needs but challenging misplaced fear and distrust. 

 

C. The Futility of Worry (v. 27) 

 

● “And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life?” 

● Worry changes nothing—except to steal your peace and drain your strength. 

 

Application Point: 

God does not call us to ignore life’s responsibilities, but to face them with trust, not anxiety. 
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III. Trusting in God's Care and Character (v. 28–30) 

 
A. The Lilies and the Birds: Creation Testifies to God’s Faithfulness 

 

● Birds don’t farm, but God feeds them (v. 26). 

● Lilies don’t sew, yet they are beautifully clothed (v. 28–29). 

● “Are you not of more value than they?” – You are precious to God. 

 

B. God Cares for What He Creates 

 

● These examples reveal God as provider, sustainer, and beautifier. 

● Jesus rebukes anxiety by reminding us of God's loving nature. 

 

C. “O You of Little Faith” (v. 30) 

 

● Worry is not just a psychological issue—it’s a faith issue. 

● Trusting God means believing He sees, knows, and cares—even in silence. 

 

IV. Seek God, Not Just Security (v. 31–33) 

 
A. Don’t Chase What the World Chases (v. 31–32) 

 

● “Gentiles seek after these things”—Those who don’t know God obsess over provision. 

● As children of God, our security comes from knowing our Father knows our needs. 

 

B. The Right Pursuit: God's Kingdom (v. 33) 

 

● “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness…” 

● Make God’s will, reign, and righteousness your top priority. 

● Promise: “All these things will be added to you.” 

 
Application Point: 

When we put God first, He takes care of the rest. When we rely on God, we are freed from the 

tyranny of worry. 

 

V. Living One Day at a Time (v. 34) 
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A. “Do Not Be Anxious About Tomorrow” 

 

● Most of our worry is about what hasn’t happened yet. 

● Jesus calls us to live in the present, trusting that God is already in our tomorrow. 

 

B. “Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” 

 

● Each day has enough challenges—and enough grace. 

● God gives daily bread, not tomorrow’s bread today. 

 

VI. Key Takeaways: How to Rely on God Instead of Worry 

1. Remember His Care – God values you more than the birds and flowers. 

2. Refocus Your Priorities – Seek God’s kingdom over worldly concerns. 

3. Release Tomorrow – Trust God with what you cannot control. 

4. Renew Your Faith – Worry often signals a need to grow in trust. 

 

VII. Conclusion: Choose Trust Over Anxiety 

● Worry doesn’t make us safer—trust makes us stronger. 

● The same God who clothes the fields and feeds the birds is able and willing to care for 

you. 

● Invitation: Will you release your anxiety and rely fully on the Father today? 

 

VIII. Closing Prayer 
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Trusting the Source | Relying on God 
 

Text: Jeremiah 17:5–8 

 

I. Introduction: The Trust Crisis 

● We live in a world that encourages self-reliance and human-centered solutions. 

● Jeremiah speaks to the contrast between trusting in man and trusting in God. 

● This message is a call to examine the foundation of our trust—Who or what do we rely 

on? 

 

II. The Curse of Misplaced Trust (v. 5–6) 

 
A. Trusting in Man and Flesh 

 

● “Cursed is the man who trusts in man”: Reliance on human wisdom, power, or 

institutions. 

● “Makes flesh his strength”: Seeking self-sufficiency, turning to human strength instead 

of divine help. 

B. The Consequences 

 

● “Whose heart turns away from the Lord”: Trusting man inevitably leads us away from 

God. 

● Picture of the person: 

○ “Like a shrub in the desert”: Rootless, dry, vulnerable. 

○ “Shall not see any good come”: Spiritually blind to God’s blessings. 

○ “Parched places… salt land”: Symbol of lifelessness and barrenness. 

 

C. Modern Applications 

 

● Trusting in wealth, popularity, technology, or even our own plans. 

● Warning: No matter how strong or gifted we are, without God, we are barren. 
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III. The Blessing of Trusting in God (v. 7–8) 

 
A. Total Dependence on God 

 

● “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord”—true blessing flows from divine reliance. 

● “Whose trust is the Lord”—God is not just the object of trust; He is our trust. 

 

B. The Tree by the Waters 

 

● A contrast to the desert shrub. 

● A life rooted in God is: 

○ Stable – “Planted by water” 

○ Nourished – “Roots by the stream” 

○ Fearless – “Does not fear when heat comes” 

○ Peaceful – “Not anxious in drought” 

○ Fruitful – “Does not cease to bear fruit” 

 

C. Spiritual Implications 

 

● Life rooted in prayer, Scripture, and God’s presence. 

● Even in trials (“heat,” “drought”), the person who trusts in God remains strong and 

productive. 

 

IV. Key Comparisons: Two Ways to Live 

 
A. Two Paths Compared 

 

● Misplaced trust vs. Godly trust 

● Shrub in the desert vs. Tree by water 

● No fruit vs. Continuous fruit 

● Fear and anxiety vs. Peace and confidence 

● Cursed vs. Blessed 

 

V. Application: How to Rely on God 
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A. Deepen Your Roots 

 

● Spend time in God’s Word daily (Psalm 1:2–3 echoes this theme). 

● Pray regularly and listen for His voice. 

 

B. Transfer Your Trust 

 

● Identify areas where you’re relying on man or self. 

● Confess and surrender those to God. 

 

C. Rest in God’s Faithfulness 

 

● Reflect on His past faithfulness to build confidence for present trials. 

 

VI. Conclusion: Where Are You Planted? 

● Are you a desert shrub or a watered tree? 

● God calls us to root ourselves deeply in Him, not the shifting sands of human strength. 

● When you trust in the Lord, you will not wither, you will not fear, and you will bear 

fruit in every season. 

Proverbs 3:5–6: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your 

own understanding…” 

 

VII. Closing Prayer 
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