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Susquehanna Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church

Mission & Multiplication
The Susquehanna Conference is committed to developing local churches and pastors for the glory of God.  We believe that your role in leading one of our congregations, shepherding the flock entrusted to your care, and continuing to share the gospel boldly is critical to advancing Kingdom here in the Susquehanna Conference. That is why we are passionately committed to the health and vitality of our conference pastors and families. In order to assist pastors in their personal growth and renewal, the Susquehanna Conference is committed to providing pastoral grants.  Growth and Renewal Grants can be used for activities like coaching, retreats, coursework, etc. 

These grants are to be administered as follows:

1.  Variable amounts requested once per year are available to assist in opportunities for pastoral growth and renewal.
2. We prefer that applications are submitted at least 30 days prior to the planned event. 
3. While not a matching grant, we do expect that the pastor and the church board will share in contributing in the strategic growth/renewal process. This may be in the form of prayer and/or financial support. We request your board chair or vice chair’s contact info so that the approval letter for this loan can be sent to them as well. 
4. Applications for a Pastoral Growth & Renewal Grant (see attached document) should be sent to the Bishop for consideration, which will then be processed with the Conference Leadership Team for approval.  

5. After the event, and before requesting any future grants from the conference, we would request a brief summary of the experience (1-2 paragraphs). As always, we encourage sharing testimonies or specific praises. 
Your health and well-being are important to us! In addition to financial cooperation, the Susquehanna Conference Leadership Team members are available to assist in creatively exploring different means and methods of growth and renewal. For more information, please contact the Susquehanna office for assistance.

In humble partnership,
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Heather Beaty, Bishop
APPLICATION: Pastoral Growth & Renewal Grant
Name of Congregation __________________________________________________________________

Name of Pastor Requesting Assistance _____________________________________________________

Growth/Renewal Opportunity ____________________________________________________________

Date(s) for Experience __________________________________________________________________

 (Application needs to be submitted at least 30 days prior to dates requested)

How will this experience play a role in your growth and/or renewal? _____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

In addition to this event/experience, what else will support this season of growth & renewal for you? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Amount requested ____________________________

Pastor’s Contribution: ________________________
Board Contribution: ______________________
Name of Board Chair or Vice Chair: __________________________________   

Board Chair/Vice-Chair Email: ___________________________ Phone Number: ___________________
AGREEMENT:  I understand that the Pastoral Growth & Renewal grant should be used exclusively for the proposed purposes (above). I also agree to submit (or have submitted) a brief, written summary of testimony (1-2 paragraphs) following the event/experience.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of Pastor
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Date

Please return to the Bishop’s Office at least 30 days prior to the event – hbeaty@bicus.org
Please Note: Depending on the event or experience, the conference may require receipts or invoices for reimbursement or direct payment. These details can be discussed upon receipt of application.
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